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“Our God has written the promise of resurrection,  
not in books alone, but in every leaf in springtime." 

 
 – Martin Luther 
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PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
One:       The tomb was found empty! 
Many: And we are amazed! 
One: Jesus has risen! 
Many: And we are rejoicing!    
One: Jesus comes to us, saying, “Peace be with you!” 
Many: And our hearts are singing! 
One: “Blessed are those have not seen yet come to believe!” 
All: Come, let us walk the journey of faith, acknowledging our doubts and  
 holding on to hope, for Christ is Risen! 
 
UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
Risen Savior, we dare to believe in the things we cannot see: your love for us, your love for those 
around us, and the hope of eternity. We dare to believe that another world is possible; that suffering 
can end and that we can play a part in the kingdom to come. We dare to believe in heaven on earth; 
in the light breaking through, in justice made new, and in everlasting peace for all. Compassionate 
Christ, you appeared to your disciples in their hour of fear, and offered them your peace to still their 
hearts, may we experience that peace among us now, as we pray the words that you taught us:   Our 
Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME   
 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 



THE SCRIPTURE LESSON John 20:19-31 
 
When it was evening on that day, the  irst day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the religious authorities, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins 
of any, they are retained.’  
 
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So 
the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of 
the nails in his hands, and put my  inger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.’  
 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, 
‘Put your  inger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’  
 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 
But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
 
SERMON “Behind Closed Doors” 
 
ANTHEM Prayer for Peace Benjamin Harlan 
 Chancel Choir 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 
For the breath of life, for eyes to see, for insight to believe, for courage to witness, we give thanks, 
Gracious God. The signs of your presence are everywhere. May this offering serve as our witness to 
your grace and peace. Breathe your Spirit into us so that it may transform, inspire, and enable us in 
your service. Amen. 
 
COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 
THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
POSTLUDE 
 



Our Church Calendar 
April 19—25, 2020 

 
Today   9:00 a.m. Church School—Zoom 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 10:40 a.m. Fellowship—Zoom 
   6:00 p.m. Senior High Youth Group—Zoom 
 
Monday 10:00 a.m. WA Workshop—Zoom 
 
Tuesday   9:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship—Zoom 
   4:00 p.m. Communications—Zoom 
 
Thursday   1:30 p.m. Prayerful Playgroup—Zoom 
   7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir—Vestry 

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST 
A Welcoming, Open and Af irming Congregation  

of the United Church of Christ 
 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of the Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of 
Christ, believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to 
be loved. We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our 
church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we 
celebrate God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, 
all socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, 
and all of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  

 
We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.  Our membership is 

open to all those who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons 
or pastors should you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 

 
Here’s how to reach us: by telephone 673-3231 or 673-6848, or by email 

andrea@ccamherst.org.  If we are unavailable by phone, please feel free to leave a message and we 
will get back to you as soon as we can.  Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and 
follow us on Facebook at Facebook.com/ccamherst. 

 
Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Katherine R. Kennedy Associate Pastor 
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 

JOIN US FOR VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR after 
worship this morning on Zoom.  The link is on 
our Facebook page. Stay for just a few minutes to 
check-in, or stay for the whole hour to catch up 
with old and new friends. The coffee will be 
virtual, but the conversation and connection will 
be real. 
 
CHURCH SCHOOL IS ON ZOOM! Today’s lesson, 
The Empty Tomb (Mark 16:1-8), tells the story 
simply, with few details. 

A frightening sight indeed, as the women 
approached the tomb. The stone moved away 
and the tomb empty, where Jesus’ body was laid 
to rest. An angel appeared to the frightened 
women, telling them Jesus was gone, and alive. 
They were to tell the disciples. On the way Mary 
Magdeline met Jesus, her message was shared 
with the disciples.  

Each child is relating the empty tomb to 
their own life. What event in your life may have 
started sad or frightened, yet turned out joyful? 
(Some time may have passed to see it through.)  
Children are experiencing sadness as well as 
being frightened, today, but in the near future, 
will experience joy.  
 

STAYING UP TO DATE WITH YOUR PLEDGE 
is as important as ever these days. Although 
we have been holding online services and 
practicing social distancing for the protection 
of all, our mission work and church operating 
expenses continue as usual and need your 
continued  inancial support.  Checks can be 
mailed to the church of ice at 11 Church St., or 
visit our website for electronic giving.  Thanks 
in advance for your continued generosity. 
 
FAITH PROMISE: Our new  iscal year 
Stewardship Campaign is ongoing during the 
Covid-19 church building closure. As of Friday, 
April 17, we have received pledges from 57 
families, totaling $160,631. Thanks to all that 
have responded so far.  To those who are still 
considering your pledge, you can email  your 
intents to Andrea at andrea@ccamherst.org, 
mail in your pledge intentions, call Andrea 
(673-3231) or go to the church website 
https://www.ccamherst.org/stewardship-
pledge/. 

Portions of today’s liturgy are adapted from Touch Holiness, edited by Ruth Duck, and from Gathered 
by Love, by Lavon Baylor.  
 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license #A-
731944. 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
https://www.ccamherst.org/stewardship


 

Sunday, April 19, 2020 


