


THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
April 12, 2020 Easter Sunday 10:00 a.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
PRELUDE 
 
GREETING AND WELCOME 
 
EASTER PROCLAMATION 
One:        Rejoice in the good news! Christ is risen! 
Many: Christ is risen indeed! 
One: Let all the earth proclaim this joy! 
All: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!    
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
One:  For those who  irst went out 
 into the early dawn, taking spices to the tomb, 
 there was terror, and surprise. 
 
Many:  For those of us familiar with the Easter story, 
 there is the risk of complacency, 
 because we’ve heard it so many times before. 
 
One:  Let us open ourselves  
 to the astounding possibility 
 that life can break out at any moment! 
 
Many: Let us challenge the thought 
 that we have planned the future so ef iciently 
 that there will be no surprises! 
 
One: Let us face the fact that the walls of this church, 
 and the life of our institution 
 cannot entirely contain Jesus Christ! 
 
Many: Let us celebrate the irrepressible power of God 
 breaking out with life 
 where we least expect it! 
 



UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
Living God, long ago, faithful women proclaimed the good news of Jesus' resurrection, and the 
world was changed forever. Teach us to keep faith with them, that our witness may be as bold, our 
love as deep, and our faith as true. Help us to be an Easter people. Believing that out of despair will 
come hope, out of darkness will come light, out of sadness will come joy, and out of death, new life 
will rise. May we feel your Spirit moving among us, as pray the words of Jesus: Our Father, who art 
in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME   
 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 28:1-10 
 
After the sabbath, as the  irst day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 
men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who 
was cruci ied. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 
Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going 
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” So they left the tomb 
quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, 
“Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to 
them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
 
 
SERMON “Do Not Be Afraid” 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC Bell Solo 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 
Generous and surprising God, when we thought that death had claimed your only Son, you amazed 
us with the resurrection. Surprise us again with your ability to turn these humble offerings into gifts 
that will transform the world through our witness to your love. We lay our very lives at your feet, O 
God, knowing that you will use us to proclaim and embody the gospel – the Good News that you are 
with us always. Amen. 
 



COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 

Easter Flowers 
The  lowers on the altar this morning are given  

by Alicia Wight.  For all people who have suffered/are suffering 
during this tragic pandemic virus in death, illness, loss of jobs, 

 inancial hardship, paralyzing uncertainty of the future,  
we extend prayers for all of you from our church family.  

Peace be with you. 
 
 

We are grateful for the Easter lilies decorating the chancel this morning.  They are given by… 

The Handwerk Family, in loving memory of Barbara Z. and Melvin T. Johnson. 

Anne & Ted Krantz, in memory of our parents, and Ross and Dana Dalrymple. 

The Krosch and Michaelis Families, in loving memory of our parents Marie and Otto Krosch, 
and Elisabeth and William Michaelis, during this joyous Easter season. 

Kathy and Skip Skoglund, in loving memory of Mac and Helen Morgan. 

Kathy and Skip Skoglund, in loving memory of Anna and Emil Skoglund. 



 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Katherine R. Kennedy Associate Pastor 
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 
Wendy Valeri Bell Choir Director 

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST 
A Welcoming, Open and Af irming Congregation  

of the United Church of Christ 
 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of the Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of 
Christ, believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to 
be loved. We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our 
church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we 
celebrate God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, 
all socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, 
and all of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  

 
We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.  Our membership is 

open to all those who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons 
or pastors should you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 

 
Here’s how to reach us: by telephone 673-3231 or 673-6848, or by email 

andrea@ccamherst.org.  If we are unavailable by phone, please feel free to leave a message and we 
will get back to you as soon as we can.  Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and 
follow us on Facebook at Facebook.com/ccamherst. 

 
Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


Our Church Calendar 
April 12—18, 2020 

 
Today 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 10:45 a.m. Fellowship—Zoom 
 
Monday 10:00 a.m. WA Workshop—Zoom 
 
Wednesday   9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting—Zoom 
   6:00 p.m. Middle High Youth 
  Group—Zoom 
 
Thursday   1:30 p.m. Prayerful Playgroup— 
  Zoom 

CHURCH SCHOOL is not in session today.  
However, our Bible passage is John 15:12, “My 
command is this: Love each other as I have 
loved you.” 

Church school resumes on April 19 on 
Zoom.  We wish you and your family a joyous 
Easter! 
 
VIRTUAL OFFICE HOURS with Pastor Kate 
and Friends!  Drop into Zoom from 11:00 to 
1:00 p.m. every Wednesday and Thursday to 
have a chat with Pastor Kate and other 
CCAmherst friends. Feel free to bring your 
lunch, just stop in for a few minutes, or stay 
the whole two hours! Follow this link: https://
zoom.us/j/439459628 or call this 
number: +16465588656,,439459628# to 
connect by computer or phone. 
 
NO MORE GOOD STUFF (FOR NOW):  Please 
save your rummage but do not deliver it to 
the church until late August.  Please store it in 
bags or boxes in your home until then.  The 
April sale has been cancelled, but there will be 
a large Good Stuff Sale on October 2 and 3. 
 
ANNUAL REPORTS:  A reminder to all church 
of icers and team chairs that annual reports 
are due in to the church of ice by April 15. 

Join us for a 
Virtual Coffee Hour 

via Zoom 
Every Sunday,  

10:45—11:45 a.m. 
Following our online worship. 

 
No need to sign up!  

We will send out a Zoom link via email before-
hand and post it on Facebook as well. You may 
join us via video or audio.  
 
Stay for just a few minutes to check-in, or stay 
for the whole hour to catch up with old and 
new friends. The coffee will be virtual, but the 
conversation and connection will be real!  

STAYING UP TO DATE WITH YOUR PLEDGE is 
as important as ever these days. Although we 
have been holding online services and 
practicing social distancing for the protection of 
all, our mission work and church operating 
expenses continue as usual and need your 
continued  inancial support.  Checks can be 
mailed to the church of ice at 11 Church St., or 
visit our website for electronic giving.  Thanks 
in advance for your continued generosity. 
 
FAITH PROMISE: Our new  iscal year 
Stewardship Campaign is ongoing during the 
Covid-19 church building closure. As of Friday, 
April 10, we have received pledges from 55 
families, totaling $156,671. Thanks to all that 
have responded so far.  To those who are still 
considering your pledge, you can email  your 
intents to Andrea at andrea@ccamherst.org, 
mail in your pledge intentions, call Andrea (673
-3231) or go to the church website https://
www.ccamherst.org/stewardship-pledge/. 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org/stewardship

