
The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

“If you live in the dark a long time and the sun comes out,  
you do not cross into it whistling. There's an initial uprush of 
relief at  irst, then--for me, anyway--a profound dislocation.  
My old assumptions about how the world works are buried,  

yet my new ones aren't yet operational. There's been a death of 
sorts, but without a few days in hell, no resurrection is possible." 

 
—Mary Karr, poet and novelist 



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
March 29, 2020 Fifth Sunday in Lent  10:00 a.m. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
One:  For those of us  illed with uncertainty. 
Many: May the God of healing restore us. 
 
One: For those of us led by fear. 
Many: May the God of healing restore us. 
 
One: For those of us consumed with worry. 
Many: May the God of healing restore us. 
 
One: For those of us broken by pain. 
Many:    May the God of healing restore us. 
 
One: For all of us seeking wholeness. 
Many: May the God of healing restore us. 
 
All:  God of healing 
 gently touch our lives  
 and our worship 
 with your Spirit 
 Bring warmth and comfort 
 Wholeness and restoration 
 into the spaces where we are gathered 
 into our hearts, our minds, and our souls. 
 We are church, in your name, together! 
 



UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
Merciful God, the season of Lent is winding down, yet in many ways we don’t yet see a way out of 
the wilderness. The places where you make yourself known to us, where you wait in the quiet for us 
to be ready, at times feel so far away, and yet also feel so close at hand. Loving God, we come to you, 
wanting to understand what it means to lose our lives for the life you offer, seeking the wisdom of 
our brother Jesus, hoping to be blown open by the Spirit. Bring us fully into your presence in this 
hour, wherever we are gathered, as we pray the words that Jesus taught us: Our Father, who art in 
heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME   
 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me 
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very 
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I 
answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: 
O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath 
to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause  lesh to come upon you, and 
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the 
Lord.” So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, 
and  lesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then 
he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord 
God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their 
feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They 
say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, 
and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from 
your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I 
am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put 
my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know 
that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act,” says the Lord.  
 
 
SERMON “Can These Bones Live?” 
 



JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR OFFERINGS and OUR FAITH PROMISE 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 
All that we present to you now, O God, we have received from your hand. We give so the hungry 
may eat, the thirsty may drink, and the broken may be healed. We share to send the good news of 
your love to those who are in need of hearing it. We invest in just causes, that your mercy may be 
known among all people. We give because passing on your gifts is what makes us happy, and whole, 
and renewed.  Amen.    
 
COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 

 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Katherine R. Kennedy Associate Pastor 



Our Church Calendar 
March 29—April 4, 2020 

 
Today 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 10:40 a.m. Fellowship—Zoom 
   6:00 p.m. Senior High Youth Group—Zoom 
 
Monday   6:00 p.m. World Service Team—Zoom 
 
Tuesday   6:00 p.m. Church Council—Zoom 
 
Wednesday   9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting—Zoom 
   6:30 p.m. Lenten Study Series—Zoom 
 

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST 
A Welcoming, Open and Af irming Congregation  

of the United Church of Christ 
 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of the Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of 
Christ, believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to 
be loved. We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our 
church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we 
celebrate God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, 
all socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, 
and all of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  

 
We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.  Our membership is 

open to all those who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons 
or pastors should you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 

 
Here’s how to reach us: by telephone 673-3231 or 673-6848, or by email 

andrea@ccamherst.org.  If we are unavailable by phone, please feel free to leave a message and we 
will get back to you as soon as we can.  Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and 
follow us on Facebook at Facebook.com/ccamherst. 

 
Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given by 
Sally and Roger Hooper, in loving memory of 
their parents. 
 
CHURCH SCHOOL IS HERE FOR YOU!  Our 
church school is sending emails with lesson-
related activities for you to use when you are 
able to do so. They can be done with your 
family members or individually. Lent 
activities are also included. 

Bible Sunday for our newest recipients is 
postponed until Children’s Sunday, June 7.   

Facebook is the church school platform. 
Current news and church school lessons are 
to be on our church’s Facebook page.  

 
FRIENDSHIP BASKETS: On behalf of the 
congregation, your Diaconate is still hoping to 
support families in our community who need 
a little help, now more than ever. We will be 
reaching out to local families with grocery gift 
cards to allow them to shop for their 
Easter dinner. We will be unable to pass our 
Friendship Baskets as planned today. If you 
are comfortable in doing so, please consider 
making a donation online through the church 
website, noting it as a "Special Offering" under 
the category of "Other," and indicating 
“Friendship Baskets” on the memo line. As 
always, direct donations may be mailed to the 
church. Thank you very much for your 
generosity as we continue our mission 
through these challenging times! 
 
NO MORE GOOD STUFF (FOR NOW):  Please 
save your rummage but do not deliver it to 
the church until late August.  Please store it in 
bags or boxes in your home until then.  The 
April sale has been cancelled, but there will be 
a large Good Stuff Sale on October 3 and 4. 
 
ANNUAL REPORTS:  A reminder to all church 
of icers and team chairs that annual reports 
are due in to the church of ice by April 15. 

Join us for a 
Virtual Coffee Hour 

via Zoom 
Every Sunday,  

10:30—11:30 a.m. 
Following our online worship. 

 
No need to sign up!  

We will send out a Zoom link via email before-
hand and post it on Facebook as well. You may 
join us via video or audio.  
 
Stay for just a few minutes to check-in, or stay 
for the whole hour to catch up with old and 
new friends. The coffee will be virtual, but the 
conversation and connection will be real!  

STAYING UP TO DATE WITH YOUR PLEDGE is 
as important as ever these days. Although we 
have been holding online services and 
practicing social distancing for the protection of 
all, our mission work and church operating 
expenses continue as usual and need your 
continued  inancial support.  Checks can be 
mailed to the church of ice at 11 Church St., or 
visit our website for electronic giving, 
www.ccamherst.org, click Donate under the 
Giving tab.  Thanks in advance for your 
continued generosity. 
 
FAITH PROMISE: Our new  iscal year 
Stewardship Campaign is ongoing during the 
Covid-19 church building closure. As of Friday, 
March 27, we have heard from 34  families with 
33 pledges totaling $94,397. Thanks to all that 
have responded so far.  To those who are still 
considering your pledge, you can email  your 
intents to Andrea at andrea@ccamherst.org, 
mail in your pledge intentions, call Andrea (673
-3231) or go to the church website https://
www.ccamherst.org/stewardship-pledge/. 

http://www.ccamherst.org
mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org/stewardship


Financial Summary 
(as of February 29, 2020) 

  
 YTD YTD 
 Actual Budget Difference 
Income $309,508 $289,793 $19,715 
Expenses $294,626 $297,216 $( 2,590) 
Net Income $  14,882 $(   7,423) $22,305 
  

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest whole 
dollar; as such, some columns may not appear to total 
correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information helpful.  If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to anyone on the Finance Team: Gail Agans (chair), 
Paul Spiess, Doug Topliffe, Todd Whitney and Tim 
Wiegand (Treasurer). 

OUR LENTEN SERIES will continue "virtually" 
via Zoom on Wednesdays, April 1 and 8, from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. Pastor Maureen and Pastor Kate 
will lead the gathering, and we encourage you 
to join us with your favorite soup and bread on 
hand as we discuss Rachel Held Evans book 
"Inspired." If you haven't read the book you're 
still invited to join us for a great conversation 
about where we  ind guidance in our sacred 
stories during times like these. Contact Pastor 
Maureen if you'd like to participate and we'll 
send you a link to the session. Just click on the 
link and join us via video or audio!  
 
VIRTUAL OFFICE HOURS with Pastor Kate 
and Friends!  Drop into Zoom from 11:00 to 
1:00 p.m. every Wednesday and Thursday to 
have a chat with Pastor Kate and other 
CCAmherst friends. Feel free to bring your 
lunch, just stop in for a few minutes, or stay the 
whole two hours! Follow this link: https://
zoom.us/j/439459628 or call this 
number: +16465588656,,439459628# to 
connect by computer or phone. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Although we will be live-streaming our 

Easter worship service, we still want to 
celebrate by decorating our chancel with some 
lily plants. Donate an Easter lily in memory or 
in honor of a loved one, or in celebration of 
Easter.  Your dedication message will be 
printed in the bulletin posted online and in the 
May Spire. 

 
Orders can be placed by contacting Andrea 

in the church of ice: by email at 
andrea@ccamherst.org, or by telephone: 673-
3231, ext. 10.  Please indicate if you want a 
double plant for $19 or a single plant for $12, 
and what your dedication message is. 

 
Checks can be mailed to the church of ice 

(11 Church St., Amherst) or pay online through 
our church website (www.ccamherst.org) by 
following the “Giving” link and selecting 
“Donate.” Please use “Other” under the “Special 
Offerings” category and indicate on the memo 
line that it is for Easter lilies. 

 
Orders for lily plants are due no later than 

Friday, April 10.  After the Easter service, we 
hope to deliver any plants left to folks in need 
of some Easter cheer.   

 
Thank you for your support! 

Easter 

Lilies 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org)

