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Amherst, New Hampshire 

“Very truly I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, 
it remains just a single grain: but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” 

 
—John 12:24 
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March 8, 2020 Second Sunday in Lent 10:00 a.m. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE Prière, Op. 47, No. 4 Alexandre Guilmant 
 
INTROIT  Chancel Choir 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
One:  People of God, believe this – 

God loved the world, 
God loves the world, 
we are the beloved! 

Many: May the truth of this great love story, 
shine through our worship today, 
and renew our sense of calling. 

 
One: We come, with our tiredness, 

our frustrations and our discouragements; 
Many: We come with our doubts, our fears, 

and our longings. 
 

One: We come, to discover yet again 
how Jesus reveals God’s love and mercy. 

Many:  We come to listen for God’s Word to us, 
to offer our prayers, 
and to renew our calling. 

 
All:  People of God, let us worship! 
 
*HYMN Gather Us In inside back pages 
 



UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
Welcoming God, we give thanks that you have called us to be your people. When we’ve lost our way 
in the darkness, you have sent your light. When we are weary and discouraged, you lift us up. On 
this journey of Lent, lead us to the joy of discovery and a vision of future possibilities. Unite us in 
relationship with one another, and be with us and in us now, as we pray in the words that Jesus 
taught us: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
LENTEN LITANY OF CONFESSION 
One:  Reconciling God, 
Many: Compassionate Christ. 
 
One: We realize that we often focus on our own needs  
                rather than on the well-being of all your children.  
Many: We compare ourselves to others and  ind their failures  

but seldom discover our own shortcomings. 
 
One: We have dehumanized those we do not wish to understand. 
Many: We distance ourselves from those who disappoint us or remind us of our own frailty. 
 
One:  Forgive us, O God, lift us to a higher, holier purpose. 
Many: Help us to draw as close to each other as you drew to us in Christ. 
 
All: Have mercy on us, O God, 

according to your steadfast love. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 
*GLORIA PATRI (Tune #579) 

Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and Holy Spirit, One; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end.  Amen, Amen. 

 
YOUTH CHOIR Two by Two Mary Donnelly and George Strid 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME   
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
ANTHEM Kyrie from the Mass in G Franz Schubert 
 Chancel Choir 
 Camille Davis, Jean Rogers-Gottwald, soloists 
 

Lord have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord have mercy. 
 



THE SCRIPTURE LESSON John 3:1-17 Page 924 
 
SERMON “Born Again” 
 
*HYMN O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee No. 357 
 
You are invited to write your joys and concerns on the prayer cards in the pews, and pass to the 
minister to be lifted in prayer at this time. 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE    Chancel Choir 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Along with our offering collected this morning, we dedicate the generous contributions of those who 
give monthly or electronically.  All of our offerings support the work and witness of Jesus Christ here in 
this place and in the wider world.  Each is given to the glory of God in faithful appreciation for many 
received blessings.  Thanks be to God! 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC Chorale Prelude on “Our Father” Randolph Currie 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH, No. 592) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

  
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 
For life sustaining gifts that we so often take for granted – for shelter, food, and warmth; for your 
steadfast love that awakens us and rescues us from our wandering ways; for your word that guides 
and heals us – we give you thanks, gracious God. As we invest a part of all you entrust to us to 
further the ministries of this church, may we show others the immeasurable riches of your grace. 
Make this church a beacon of hope for our community and our world. Amen. 
 
*HYMN O Jesus, I Have Promised  No. 388 
 verses 1, 3 & 4 only 
 
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 
*CHORAL RESPONSE  Chancel Choir 
 
*POSTLUDE Ich ruf zu dir, Herr Jesu Christ Johann Pachelbel 
 (I Cry to Thee, Lord Jesus Christ) 
 
 



THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST 
A Welcoming, Open and Af irming Congregation  

of the United Church of Christ 
 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of the Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. We 
are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all of 
the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship and 
sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 
We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.  Our membership is open to all 
those who choose to walk with us in our witness.  The next new member orientations will be held 
March 12 and March 18.  New members will be formally received on Sunday, March 22. Please speak 
with any of our deacons or pastors should you have any questions regarding our church or our 
membership. 
 
Worship Notes: 

• Nursery Care is provided for children ages two and under at the beginning of worship.   
• Church School is available for children in Pre-K through grade 7 immediately following 

Children’s Time. 
• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pew racks.  Cards will be collected 

by one of the pastors during the middle hymn and shared during the Prayers of the People. 
• Nametags – Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our 

neighbors.  If you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside 
the friendship registers.  If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the 
deacons. 

• Fellowship – Please join us in the community room following worship to welcome visitors and 
friends. 

• Emergencies – In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been 
given.  An emergency plan is in place for the children in the nursery and in the church school. 

 
The church of ice is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.  Here’s how to reach us: 
by telephone 673-3231 or 673-6848, or by email andrea@ccamherst.org.  If we are unavailable by 
phone, please feel free to leave a message using the personal directory, and we will get back to you as 
soon as we can.  Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/ccamherst. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 
Michael Havay  Organist/Accompanist 
John Swanson Deacon In Charge 
Dave and Joan Poltack Greeters 
Dick Stout, Anita Swanson Ushers 
Nancy Protzmann Liturgist 
Marilyn Gibson Church School Coordinator 
Heather Stone Nursery Coordinator 
Leona Hendrickson Pre-K/K Church School Teacher 
Sue Werst Grades 1-2 Church School Teacher 
Larissa Riley Grades 3-4 Church School Teacher 
Dave Hagerstrom Grades 5-7 Church School Teacher 
Avis Moller Fellowship Host 

********************************************************* 
Katherine R. Kennedy Associate Pastor 
Wendy Valeri Bell Choir Director 

The Lectionary texts for the next two weeks are: 
 

March 15: Exodus 17:1-7 
 Psalm 95 
 Romans 5:1-11 
 John 4:5-42 
 
March 22: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 Psalm 23 
 Ephesians 5:8-14 
 John 9:1-41 

CHURCH INFO SESSION: Anyone interested in 
becoming a member, thinking about becoming a 
member, or even just curious about membership 
in our church, is cordially invited to attend one 
of two informational sessions scheduled for 
Thursday, March 12 and Wednesday, March 18 
at 7:00 p.m. in the parlor. New members will be 
formally received on Sunday, March 22. For 
more information or to sign up for one of the 
sessions, please contact Andrea in the church 
office at andrea@ccamherst.org or 673-3231.  
Also, feel free to talk with either pastor or any 
deacon (green name tag folks).  We look forward 
to hearing from you. 
 
SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for March 
include pancake mix and syrup, condiments, 
cooking sauces and seasonings, cooking oils, 
jelly, and cold cereal.  Donations can be left in 
the SHARE cupboard in the narthex or in the 
container by the community room entrance. 
Many thanks for your continuing support! 

A BIG THANK YOU from Paul and Sue Spiess, 
and from Andrea in the church of ice, to all 
who have donated funds to help with the of ice 
upgrade expenses.  To date, we have received 
$3,947 from 42 families, a huge response.  The 
generosity from so many folks is inspiring and 
truly appreciated; even more so are all the 
personal notes included in the donation 
envelopes. Your kind words are truly 
heartwarming. 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org


Financial Summary 
(as of January 31, 2020) 

  
 YTD YTD 
 Actual Budget Difference 
Income $276,601 $257,995 $18,607 
Expenses $262,862 $266,191 $( 3,329) 
Net Income $  13,739 $(   8,197) $21,936 
  

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest whole 
dollar; as such, some columns may not appear to total 
correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information helpful.  If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to anyone on the Finance Team: Gail Agans (chair), 
Paul Spiess, Doug Topliffe, Todd Whitney and Tim 
Wiegand (Treasurer). 

CHURCH SCHOOL:  Today’s lesson is about 
Forgiveness and Love.  During church school, 
children will read the New Testament story from 
Luke 15, “The Prodigal Son.” What does it mean to 
be lost? To be lost takes on different meanings. 
God does not abandon us when we are lost. Our 
teachers today are Ms. Lee, Mrs. Werst, Mrs. Riley, 
and Mr. Hagerstrom.  

Lenten Activity: Children chose a coin box 
and/or a Lent chart to dedicate their experiences 
through the Lenten season. These are available 
today in the community room during fellowship to 
adults and church school families. Any questions, 
please ask any teacher or Marilyn Gibson, 
mgibson@ccamherst.org.  

 
MARCH UCC APPEAL: What is One Great Hour 
of Sharing?  Through One Great Hour of Sharing, 
lives are literally changed daily. Your support 
provides clean water, food, medicines, shelter, 
healthcare, education and so much more. One 
Great Hour of Sharing, as part of Our Churches 
Wider Mission (OCWM), is the special mission 
offering of the United Church of Christ that carries 
God’s message of love and hope to people in crisis. 
The UCC works with international partners to 
provide sources of clean water, food, education 
and health care, small business micro-credit, 
advocacy and resettlement for refugees and 
displaced persons, and emergency relief and 
rehabilitation. OGHS also supports domestic and 
international ministries for disaster preparedness 
and response. To read stories about how OGHS 
funds are used, please visit https://www.ucc.org/
oghs_stories 
CCA WEBSITE: The new security is in place for our 
“Members” section of the website.  This private 
area includes our church directory, sensitive 
church documents, and will soon include a way to 
submit and view prayer requests. The new 
security to this private area requires you to have a 
user ID and password. To request access, please go 
to our website and click on the “Members” menu 
option, and then click on “Request User Account” 
and  ill out the form—or you can email Nancy 
Protzmann directly at uvmcvats84@gmail.com. 

Finding Your Why 
Saturday, March 14 

 
Join us for a special 

workshop designed to help us 
“Find Your Why” – the reason WHY we come 
to church as individuals and the reason WHY 
we are church together. Our WHY is our 
motivation for all that we do. It’s where we 
 ind meaning, purpose and joy. A church that 
knows its collective WHY has a clearer 
understanding of its mission, is better able to 
articulate and live into that mission, and 
draw in others who connect with that 
mission. 

If you’re interested in participating, 
please contact the church of ice or Pastor 
Maureen at pastormaureen@ccamherst.org.  

The workshop will take place on 
Saturday, March 14 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. in the community room. Lunch will be 
provided.  RSVP’s are required as we need 
to determine the group size for the purpose 
of the exercises. 

mailto:mgibson@ccamherst.org
https://www.ucc.org/
mailto:uvmcvats84@gmail.com
mailto:pastormaureen@ccamherst.org


Our Church Calendar 
March 8—14, 2020 

 
Today 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:10 a.m. Fellowship—Community Room 
 11:15 a.m. Youth Choir—Vestry 
 11:30 a.m. Small Group Ministry—Youth Room 
 
Monday 10:00 a.m. WA Workshop—Vestry 
 
Tuesday   8:30 a.m. Men’s Fellowship—Youth Room 
   9:30 a.m. WA Board—Parlor  
   7:00 p.m. Tuesday Team Time 
 
Wednesday   9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting—Parlor 
   4:00 p.m. Communications Team—Parlor 
   6:30 p.m. Lenten Soup & Study Series—Parlor 
   7:00 p.m. Budget & Finance Team—Meeting Room 
 
Thursday   6:00 p.m. Con irmation Class—Youth Room 
   6:00 p.m. Bell Choir—Sanctuary 
   7:00 p.m. Membership Info Session—Parlor 
   7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir—Vestry 
 
Saturday   9:00 a.m. Finding Your Why—Community Room 

 
Join us in the parlor on Wednesday evenings during Lent for delicious 

soup and engaging discussion based on the wonderful book:  
Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again by Rachel Held Evans.  
With Rachel’s insight and humor as our guide, we’ll wrestle with our doubts, imaginations, and the 
mysteries of scripture, and discover that the Bible is not a static work but is a living, breathing, 
captivating, and confounding book that equips to join God’s loving work in the world.  

 We’ll gather at 6:30 p.m. for a light supper of soup and bread and the discussion will run 
from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Pastor Maureen and Pastor Kate will alternate as facilitators of the sessions. 
The book is available for purchase for $10 in the church of ice.  The March 11 session will focus 
on the third and fourth chapters of the book, and each successive session will focus on the 
following two chapters. Even if you haven’t read the book, all are welcome to participate in the 
meal and discussion!  



  
Time to clean house from attic to basement and collect GOOD STUFF 
for the Woman’s Association’s Good Stuff Sale April 17 & 18. 
 
v We would like clean and sorted clothing for men, women, 

children & infants. 
v We are collecting fine, costume and fun jewelry. Good purses, 

back packs, shoes and boots, etc; all accessories too.  
v Household items: linens & towels, spreads, curtains and drapes, 

home decorative items. 
v Kitchen items: pots and pans, utensils, dishes and glassware, 

small appliances that work. 
v Small furniture, toys, games, puzzles, CD’s, DVD’s, books, etc. 

 
Please leave your labeled boxes and bags in the church vestry or in the 
designated WA workrooms – look for signs.  Contact Sally Bowkett, 673-
7409  sbb46@hotmail.com if you have questions or need help 
delivering your good stuff. 
 
Tell family and friends about this great way to recycle your Still Good 
Stuff!  All proceeds go to our charities  nd other needs within our church. 
 
Please do NOT donate bicycles,  
large sports equipment, appliances,  
furniture, computers, TV’s, text books,  
car seats or baby furniture. 
 
Thank you so much! 

mailto:sbb46@hotmail.com


One Great Hour of Sharing 
 
Through One Great Hour of Sharing, lives are literally changed daily. Your support provides clean water, 
food, medicines, shelter, healthcare, education and so much more.   
To read stories about how OGHS funds are used, please visit https://www.ucc.org/oghs_stories 
1. What is One Great Hour of Sharing®? One Great Hour of Sharing, as part of Our Churches Wider 
Mission, is the special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that carries God’s message of love 
and hope to people in crisis. The UCC works with international partners to provide sources of clean 
water, food, education and health care, small business micro-credit, advocacy and resettlement for 
refugees and displaced persons, and emergency relief and rehabilitation. OGHS also supports domestic 
and international ministries for disaster preparedness and response.   
2. Who participates in One Great Hour of Sharing? Several Christian denominations - American 
Baptist Church, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Church of the Brethren,  the United Church of Christ, 
and Church World Service work together to develop common promotional materials thereby sharing 
ideas, costs, and a commitment to faithful service. Each denomination receives and manages its 
respective OGHS offering. 
3. How is the United Church of Christ's offering used? 60 percent of the UCC's offering supports 
international development initiatives, including annual support for missionaries. Currently, there are 2 
OGHS supported missionaries and 1 Global Mission Intern working in disaster relief, health care, 
education, sustainable agricultural development, and refugee support. The offering also funds disaster 
preparedness and response, and disaster-related volunteer initiatives in the U.S.  
4. Where and how are OGHS funds shared? The United Church of Christ responds to humanitarian 
and development needs in the world. Speci ically, we support sustainable development and refugee 
needs internationally and provide disaster relief and immigration assistance in the United States. The 
United Church of Christ responds as a member of organizations such as Church World Service and the 
ACT Alliance. We also support the direct mission efforts of churches and church-based organizations 
that the United Church of Christ and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) have direct partnerships 
with through Global Ministries. Nearly one- ifth of the UCC's OGHS offering is shared through Church 
World Service to support refugee, and disaster programs worldwide. 
5. How many dollars are given to the UCC's OGHS offering? In 2018, the OGHS offering received 
just under $2 million. Nearly sixty- ive percent of UCC congregations participate annually. 
6. What percentage of OGHS donations are used directly for the mission? On average, of every 
dollar given to One Great Hour of Sharing, 95 cents is used directly for mission programming; and 5 
cents for interpretation materials. The associated administrative costs are paid by gifts to Our Church's 
Wider Mission National Basic Support. 
7. How are decisions made to fund the various projects?   Most of the expenditures are put into the 
budget to support long-term sustainable development. All funding is reviewed and monitored by a 
leadership committee that also reviews grant requests for long-term disaster rehabilitation initiatives. 
8. How can I contribute to One Great Hour of Sharing? The OGHS special mission offering is received 
through local UCC congregations.  You can contribute by using the pew envelopes, sending a check to 
Andrea in the of ice (with OGHS in the memo line) or donating online using our secure website and putting 
OGHS in the special notes section. 

Sunday, March 8, 2020 

https://www.ucc.org/oghs_stories

