
Trans iguration Sunday 

"To put it simply: the Holy Spirit bothers us.   
Because the Spirit moves us, makes us walk,  

pushes the Church to go forward.  
And we are like Peter at the Trans iguration: 

 'Ah, how wonderful it is to be here like this, all together!' 
...But don't bother us.  It's so much nicer to be comfortable." 

 
—Pope Francis 



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
February 23, 2020 Trans iguration Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

Creative Worship 
 
 

 
 
 
 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE Holy God, We Praise Thy Name Thomas Chesterton 
 
INTROIT  Chancel Choir 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
One:  People of God, let’s go up the mountain. 
Many: Let’s go up to the place where the land meets the sky, 
One: where the earth touches the heavens, 
Many: to the place of meeting,  
One: to the place of mists, 
Many: to the place of voices and conversations,  
One: to the place of listening, 
Many: to the place of transformation. 
One: We open our eyes and we see Moses and Elijah,  
Many: the prophets of long ago who still speak to us today. 
One: We open our eyes and we see Jesus, 
Many: God’s word come to life, restoring us, showing us the way. 
One: May God’s word speak to us in this time and space. 
All: May God’s word inspire us, sustain us, and transform us! 
 
*HYMN Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain insert 
 verses 1, 2 & 3 only 
 
SCRIPTURE STORYTELLING Matthew 17:1-9 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME   
 



*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
MESSAGE “Looking Up” 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR GIFTS AND PRAYERS 
Our prayer offerings and our monetary offerings will be collected at this time. 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC I Will Sing with the Spirit John Rutter 
 Chancel Choir 
 
BLESSING OF THE OFFERING (Tune: AR HYD Y NOS) 

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God.  
For the gifts to every nation, thanks be to God. 
For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping, 
Future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, thanks be to God! 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
PRAYER RESPONSE—THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
*HYMN Open My Eyes That I May See No. 324 
 
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
*BENEDICTION 
One:  God of our mountaintops, 
Many: give us gravity. 
One:  God of our valleys, 
Many: give us perspective. 
One:  God of our peaks and our depths, 
Many:     give us stillness and footsteps forward. 
One:  God of the whole creation, 
Many:      give us community. 
One:  God of our inmost, quiet souls, 
Many:     give us your voice. 
One:  God with us in our restlessness and wakefulness, 
Many:     give us your courage. 
One:  God with us always and forever, 
Many:     we go out into the world as your people, Amen! 
 



*CHORAL RESPONSE  Chancel Choir 
 
*POSTLUDE Lord Jesus, Light That Never Fails Rex Koury 
 
 
(*Indicates that those who are able may stand.) 
 
 
 
 

 
Join us in the sanctuary as we begin the season of Lent with our 

traditional Ash Wednesday service. We will come together for a time of 
contemplative prayer, readings, special music, communion, and the 
distribution of ashes. 

"Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit 
within me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a 
willing spirit." ~ Psalm 95 



THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST 
A Welcoming, Open and Af irming Congregation  

of the United Church of Christ 
 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of the Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. We 
are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all of 
the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship and 
sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 
We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.  Our membership is open to all 
those who choose to walk with us in our witness.  The next new member orientations will be held 
March 12 and March 18.  New members will be formally received on Sunday, March 22. Please 
speak with any of our deacons or pastors should you have any questions regarding our church or our 
membership. 
  
Worship Notes: 

• Nursery Care is provided for children ages two and under at the beginning of worship.   
• “A Child in Church” Activity Basket – While church school is on break this week, young children 

may choose an activity to bring to the pew with their families.  Please return reusable items to the 
basket as you leave. 

• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pew racks.  Cards will be 
collected by one of the pastors during the middle hymn and shared during the Prayers of the 
People. 

• Nametags – Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our 
neighbors.  If you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside 
the friendship registers.  If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the 
deacons. 

• Fellowship – Please join us in the community room following worship to welcome visitors and 
friends. 

• Emergencies – In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been 
given.  An emergency plan is in place for the children in the nursery and in the church school. 

 
The church of ice is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.  Here’s how to reach us: 
by telephone 673-3231 or 673-6848, or by email andrea@ccamherst.org.  If we are unavailable by 
phone, please feel free to leave a message using the personal directory, and we will get back to you as 
soon as we can.  Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/ccamherst. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Katherine R. Kennedy Associate Pastor 
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 
Michael Havay  Organist/Accompanist 
Sally Bowkett Deacon In Charge 
Leona Hendrickson, Mary Moore, Lora Philp Greeters 
Herb and Emily Archer, Paul and Sue Spiess Ushers 
Marilyn Gibson Church School Coordinator 
Heather Stone Nursery Coordinator 
Hamilton and Liz MacMillan Stewart Fellowship Hosts 

********************************************** 
Wendy Valeri Bell Choir Director 

The Lectionary texts for the next two weeks are: 
 

March 1: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
 Psalm 32 
 Romans 5:12-19 
 Matthew 4:1-11 
 
March 8: Genesis 12:1-4a 
 Psalm 121 
 Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
 John 3:1-17 or Matthew 17:1-9 

CAT SURVEY RESULTS:  Did you miss the 
January presentation of the CAT Survey (Church 
Assessment Tool) results? Join us in the parlor 
after worship on Sunday, March 1 for a second 
showing of the presentation. Why did the CAT 
survey designate us as a “Transformational 
Congregation?” What are we doing well? What 
could we be doing better? Come and find out!  
 
SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for February 
include canned fruit, flour, sugar, boxed cake 
mixes and baking supplies, coffee, tea, juice, and 
granola.  Donations can be left in the SHARE 
cupboard in the narthex or in the container by 
the community room entrance. Many thanks for 
your continuing support! 

CHURCH SCHOOL is not in session today.  It 
resumes next Sunday, March 1 when our spring 
term begins.  There are activity bags in the “A 
Child in Church” basket at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Please return reusable items after 
the service. 
 
LENTEN SOUP & STUDY SERIES: Join us in 
the parlor on four Wednesday evenings during 
Lent for delicious soup and engaging discussion 
based on the wonderful book: Inspired: Slaying 
Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the 
Bible Again by Rachel Held Evans.  With 
Rachel’s insight and humor as our guide, we’ll 
wrestle with our doubts, imaginations, and the 
mysteries of scripture, and discover that the 
Bible is not a static work but is a living, 
breathing, captivating, and confounding book 
that equips to join God’s loving work in the 
world.  

 We’ll gather at 6:30 p.m. for a light supper 
of soup and bread and the discussion will run 
from 7:00-8:00 p.m. Pastor Maureen and Pastor 
Kate will alternate as facilitators of the sessions. 
The book is available for purchase for $10 in 
the church office.  Even if you haven’t read 
the book, all are welcome to participate in the 
meal and discussion!  This series runs on March 
4, 11, 25 and April 1. 

  



Our Church Calendar 
February 23—29, 2020 

 
Today 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:10 a.m. Fellowship—Community Room 
   6:00 p.m. Senior High Youth Group—Youth Room 
 
Monday 10:00 a.m. WA Workshop—Vestry 
   6:00 p.m. World Service—Meeting Room 
 
Tuesday   8:30 a.m. Men’s Fellowship—Youth Room 
   1:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl Knitters—Parlor 
 
Wednesday   9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting—Parlor 
   7:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 
 
Thursday   9:00 a.m. Congregational Care—Parlor 
   6:00 p.m. Bell Choir—Sanctuary 
   7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir—Vestry 
 
Friday 12:00 p.m. Red Cross Blood Drive—Community Room 
 

  
Time to clean house from attic to basement and collect GOOD STUFF for the Woman’s Association’s 
Good Stuff Sale April 17 & 18. 
 
v We would like clean and sorted clothing for men, women, children & infants. 
v We are collecting fine, costume and fun jewelry. Good purses, back packs, shoes and boots, 

etc; all accessories too.  
v Household items: linens & towels, spreads, curtains and drapes, home decorative items. 
v Kitchen items: pots and pans, utensils, dishes and glassware, small appliances that work. 
v Small furniture, toys, games, puzzles, CD’s, DVD’s, books, etc. 

 
Please leave your labeled boxes and bags in the church vestry or in the designated WA workrooms – 
look for signs.  Contact Sally Bowkett, 673-7409  sbb46@hotmail.com if you have questions or need 
help delivering your good stuff. 
 
Tell family and friends about this great way to recycle your Still Good Stuff! 
All proceeds go to our charities and other needs within our church. 
 
Please do NOT donate bicycles, large sports equipment, appliances,  
furniture, computers, TV’s, text books, car seats or baby furniture. 
 
Thank you so much! 

mailto:sbb46@hotmail.com


Listen to Him 
 

Perhaps you are familiar with the story of Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist, 
completed when God’s voice separated the heavens, saying, “This is my Son, with 
whom I am well pleased.”  These same words occur during what is known as the 
Trans iguration.  This second instance takes place as Jesus prepares his disciples 
for his suffering, death and resurrection.  He took Peter, James, and his brother 
John up Mount Herman, away from the crowds.  There they witnessed a Jesus 
illuminated – his appearance changed from the inside out, right before their eyes.  
His clothes shimmered, glistening white, and as a light-radiant cloud enveloped 
them, a voice boomed: “This is my Son, marked by my love. Listen to him.” 

Listen to Him.    
The Son of God.  Christ.  The Messiah revealed in all of his glory. 
Listen to Him. 
There’s a natural connection between baptism and trans iguration.  There was 

for Jesus and there is for us, as we accept God and are molded to take on his 
mission.  We adopt the challenge of caring for our church and community, the 
beasts, and the land.  Listening to Jesus means ensuring that God’s justice is done:  
the hungry, the sick, the lonely, depressed and displaced are cared for.  We love one 
another.  

Listen to Him.  Do not let your fears keep the glory of God suppressed 
within you. 

 
Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate.  Our deepest fear is that we are 

powerful beyond measure.  It is our light, not our darkness that most frightens us.  We 
are born to make manifest the glory of God that is within us. 

—Marianne Williamson 
 
 

CB 

Sunday, February 23, 2020 


