
The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

"We must learn to regard people less in the light of what they  
do or omit to do, and more in the light of what they suffer."   

 
—Dietrich Bonhoeffer 



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
February 2, 2020 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 10:00 a.m. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE O Could I Speak the Matchless Worth Marilyn Thompson 
 
INTROIT  Chancel Choir 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: What does the Lord require of you? 
Many: To do justice, and to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with our God. 
 
One: What does God command of us? 
Many: To love God with all our heart, 

and all our soul, 
and all our mind, 
and all our strength, 
and to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
 

One: What ministry does God call us to? 
Many: To a ministry of presence, and abundance, 

and compassion, and grace. 
 
One: Let us worship the God who believes in us, 

and trusts in us, and abides with us. 
Many: Let us worship the God who will ask much of us, 

but will be beside us every step of the way.  
 
*HYMN As We Gather at Your Table insert 
 



UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
God of new life, your Son invites us to see the world through your eyes: You bless the poor, You 
bless the meek, You bless the pure in heart. You turn our world and its values upside down. We are 
committed to following your Son but this is unfamiliar territory. It doesn’t look anything like the life 
we have been taught to yearn for, to work for, to believe will bring us happiness. Set us at Jesus’ feet 
so we can learn to judge our lives differently. Open our eyes to see your unexpected blessings. Open 
our hearts to welcome you when you come to us in unexpected ways. We ask these things in the 
name of Jesus who taught us to pray using these words: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed 
be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 
day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever.  Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI (Tune #579) 

Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and Holy Spirit, One; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end.  Amen, Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME   
 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 
ORGAN MEDITATION Let Us Break Bread Together Robert F. Swift 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
We welcome all people to join in receiving this sacrament.  Children may participate at the discretion 
of their parents.  The cup contains grape juice.  The bread is gluten, wheat, dairy, and egg free.  
 
CALL TO COMMUNION 
Leader: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to God. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to God Most High. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD, POURING OF THE CUP 
 
BLESSING OF THE ELEMENTS 
 



SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP 
Beginning with those seated at the front of the church, communicants will go down the center aisle, 
receive communion by intinction, and return to their seats via the outer aisles. 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (in unison) 
Thank you, O Christ, for this feast of life.  
We are fed by your love;  
we are strengthened by your grace.  
We are sent forth into this world to live into the visions God has laid on our hearts.  
We are now commissioned to:  
feed as we have been fed, 
forgive as we have been forgiven, 
love as we have been loved. 
Thanks be to God.  
Amen.   
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
ANTHEM Be Thou My Vision John Rutter 
 Chancel Choir 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 5:1-12  
 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to 
him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be  illed.  
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 
SERMON “Blessed” 
 
*HYMN Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant? insert 
 
You are invited to write your joys and concerns on the prayer cards in the pews, and pass to the 
minister to be lifted in prayer at this time. 
 



JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE    Chancel Choir 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Along with our offering collected this morning, we dedicate the generous contributions of those who 
give monthly or electronically.  All of our offerings support the work and witness of Jesus Christ here in 
this place and in the wider world.  Each is given to the glory of God in faithful appreciation for many 
received blessings.  Thanks be to God! 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC Blessed Are the Pure in Heart Steven Scott 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Tune: From All That Dwell Below the Skies) 

Praise God from whom all blessings  low; 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 
Receive from us, O God, the best we have to give. All we have comes from you. We return a portion 
of the gifts you have given us with joy, to accomplish the work we intend to do together in your 
name. We bring ourselves as well, to be blessed by you, so that while we are apart our words and 
deeds will continue to be a signi icant offering to the world. Amen. 
 
*HYMN Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound No. 280 
 verses 1, 2, 3 & 5 only 
 
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 
*CHORAL RESPONSE  Chancel Choir 
 
*POSTLUDE Lauda Anima Kevin Norris 
 
 
(*Indicates that those who are able may stand.) 
 
 
 
Portions of today’s liturgy have been adapted from Eliza Buchakjian-Tweedy and Christine Jerrit, from the 
Re:Worship website.  



THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST 
A Welcoming, Open and Af irming Congregation  

of the United Church of Christ 
 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of the Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. We 
are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all of 
the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship and 
sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 
We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.  Our membership is open to all 
those who choose to walk with us in our witness.  The next new member orientations will be held 
March 12 and March 18.  New members will be formally received on Sunday, March 22. Please speak 
with any of our deacons or pastors should you have any questions regarding our church or our 
membership. 
  
Worship Notes: 

• Nursery Care is provided for children ages two and under at the beginning of worship.   
• Church School is available for children in Pre-K through grade 7 immediately following 

Children’s Time. 
• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pew racks.  Cards will be collected 

by one of the pastors during the middle hymn and shared during the Prayers of the People. 
• Nametags – Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our 

neighbors.  If you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside 
the friendship registers.  If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the 
deacons. 

• Fellowship – Please join us in the community room following worship to welcome visitors and 
friends. 

• Emergencies – In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been 
given.  An emergency plan is in place for the children in the nursery and in the church school. 

 
The church of ice is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.  Here’s how to reach us: 
by telephone 673-3231 or 673-6848, or by email andrea@ccamherst.org.  If we are unavailable by 
phone, please feel free to leave a message using the personal directory, and we will get back to you as 
soon as we can.  Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/ccamherst. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Katherine R. Kennedy Associate Pastor 
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 
Michael Havay  Organist/Accompanist 
Sally Bowkett Deacon In Charge 
Travis, Larissa, James, Nicholas and Grace Riley Greeters 
Marilyn Gibson Church School Coordinator 
Heather Stone Nursery Coordinator 
Marianne Stone Pre-K/K Church School Teacher 
Sue Werst Grades 1-2 Church School Teacher 
Larissa Riley Grades 3-4 Church School Teacher 
Dave Hagerstrom Grades 5-7 Church School Teacher 

 *************************************************** 
Wendy Valeri Bell Choir Director 

CHURCH MEETING TODAY: In accordance 
with the bylaws of the church, the Budget 
Team has requested that a congregational 
meeting be held today in the community room 
immediately following the worship service. 
The purpose of the meeting is to present the 
church’s current financial status and a 
preliminary budget proposal for fiscal year 
2021. 
  
NEW HABITAT BUILD DAY!  We have had 
such great success with our past build days 
with the Habitat for Humanity building project 
in Wilton. Work has moved to inside and we 
will once again be participating in a build day 
on Saturday, February 8.  If you are 
interested in this hands-on outreach project, 
please touch base with Dave Phelps 
(kalben2@comcast.net), Dave Poltack 
(dpoltack@comcast.net), or Nancy Protzmann 
(uvmcats84@gmail.com). For more 
information, visit the Habitat section on our 
Service Opportunities page of the website 
(https://www.ccamherst.org/service-
opportunites/) 

The Lectionary texts for the next two weeks are: 
  

February 9: Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12) 
 Psalm 112:1-9 (10) 
 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16) 
 Matthew 5:13-20 
 
February 16: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 Psalm 119:1-8 
 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
 Matthew 5:21-37 

COMMUNITY SUPPER needs volunteers:  Our 
next commitment at SHARE in Milford will be on 
Tuesday, February 4 for a spaghetti supper, 
serving from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.   Your help is 
needed with table set up, greeting, kitchen help, 
serving, clean up and dessert making. This is a 
great opportunity to serve your community. If 
you can help, please contact Nancy Protzmann at 
603-321-7099 or at uvmcats84@gmail.com. 

mailto:kalben2@comcast.net
mailto:dpoltack@comcast.net
mailto:uvmcats84@gmail.com
https://www.ccamherst.org/service
mailto:uvmcats84@gmail.com


TRAVEL TOILETRIES! Do you travel a lot? Do 
you have mini toiletries hanging about your 
house? The World Service team is enlisting your 
help to collect mini toiletry products. These will 
be given to foster children going into foster care, 
moving foster care homes, attending college, 
etc.  We have included a collection box in the 
hallway next to the community room. This will 
be an ongoing project so your help is greatly 
appreciated! 
 
END 68 HOURS OF HUNGER (Nashua) is now 
ensconced in their new space and need 
volunteers to help pack on Wednesdays 7:00 to 
8:00 p.m. interested can sign up when you want 
using the link below. This is a great opportunity 
to grab some friends and go as a group. They do 
not require sign up in advance, but it is helpful.  
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/
showSignUp/30E044DABAF2DA75-newaddress   

 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL: Today is early 
communion.  Children will remain in worship 
to receive communion with their teachers and 
parents, and will be dismissed to their classes 
afterwards. 

Today’s lesson is House on the Rock.  
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of 
mine and puts them into practice is like a wise 
man who built his house on the 
rock.”  (Matthew 7:24)  The lesson teaches us 
to rest our lives on faith. Children will discuss 
the metaphor to investigate its relationship to 
their everyday lives.  They are making their 
faith stronger when they use it in the real 
world. Our teachers today are Marianne Stone 
with Pre-K/K in the nursery; Sue Werst with 
grades 1 and 2; Larissa Riley with grades 3 
and 4; and Dave Hagerstrom with grades 5, 6, 
and 7.  

Our January mission project for the 
SHARE Food Pantry was well attended to by 
our church school children and adults. 
Condiments were greatly appreciated as it 
was a special request to us.  
 SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for February 
include canned fruit, flour, sugar, boxed cake 
mixes and baking supplies, coffee, tea, juice, 
and granola.  Donations can be left in the 
SHARE cupboard in the narthex or in the 
container by the community room entrance. 
Many thanks for your continuing support! 
 
FELLOWSHIP HOUR HOSTS NEEDED: 
Members of the Fellowship Team are happy to 
offer guidance or assist you in making coffee.  
Sign up sheets are in the kitchen, or talk with 
any member of the Fellowship Team. 
  
BEWARE OF FALLING SNOW AND ICE:  It is 
that time of year again when we remind 
everyone that snow and ice may fall from our 
roof at any time.  Please use caution when in 
our driveway, and do not walk too close to the 
building. 

Financial Summary 
(as of December 31, 2019) 

  
 YTD YTD 
 Actual Budget Difference 
Income $239,358 $230,196 $  9,162 
Expenses $224,231 $232,647 $( 8,416) 
Net Income $  15,127 $(   2,451) $17,578 
  

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest whole 
dollar; as such, some columns may not appear to total 
correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information helpful.  If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to anyone on the Finance Team: Gail Agans (chair), 
Paul Spiess, Doug Topliffe, Todd Whitney and Tim 
Wiegand (Treasurer). 

https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/


Our Church Calendar 
February 2—8, 2020 

 
Today 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:10 a.m. Fellowship—Community Room 
 11:15 a.m. Youth Choir—Vestry 
 11:30 a.m. Congregational Meeting—Community Room 
 
Monday 10:00 a.m. WA Workshop—Vestry 
   7:00 p.m. Capital Campaign Steering Committee—Meeting Room 
 
Tuesday   8:30 a.m. Men’s Fellowship—Youth Room 
   9:00 a.m. Prayerful Playgroup—Nursery 
   1:30 p.m. Small Group Ministry—Parlor 
   5:30 p.m. Community Supper—SHARE, Milford 
   6:00 p.m. Church Council—Parlor 
 
Wednesday 10:00 a.m. The Story of God—Parlor 
 
Thursday   9:00 a.m. Congregational Care—Parlor 
   6:00 p.m. Con irmation Class—Youth Room 
   6:00 p.m. Bell Choir—Sanctuary 
   7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir—Vestry 
 
Saturday   8:00 a.m. Habitat for Humanity Build Day—Wilton 

Family Game Night 
Saturday, February 15 

  
Join us on Saturday, February 15 for our annual Family 

Game Night and Potluck Supper.  All ages, friends and 
community are welcome. Games will be provided, however if 
you have a favorite game, please bring it with you.  

The evening begins at 5:30 p.m. with supper, followed by games for everyone, including ping 
pong and Bingo.  The night will wrap up around 8:00 p.m. and prizes will be awarded for various 
game winners. 

Members of the Fellowship Team will bring soups, chili, casseroles, Subway sandwiches and 
beverages.  If your last name begins with A through L, please bring a dessert to share; M through Z, 
please bring a side salad.   

Questions or to RSVP, please contact Meredith Dart at 603-305-9065.  This will be a great 
opportunity to shake off the winter doldrums and spend an evening with old friends and new. 



Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
  

As you get into your bed tonight – think about that bed.  How nice is it at 
the end of the day to get into your own bed, in your own home?  Pretty 
wonderful isn’t it? We probably don’t think of it very often but we are very 
blessed to have this creature comfort of home. 

Some are not so blessed.  Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP) is a non-profit 
organization that builds and delivers bunk beds to children in need.  Their motto "No Kid Sleeps on 
the Floor in Our Town" is moving and motivating. SHP estimates that there are upwards of 1.5 
MILLION children across the country who do not have a bed of their own. The Hillsborough chapter 
of SHP estimates 2,000 kids in our county are lacking beds. We would like to help, by partnering with 
Sleep in Heavenly Peace Hillsborough Chapter for a bunk bed build day in the spring. 

SHP will run the build day (3-4 hours), provide all of the materials, tools, training, setup, and 
breakdown for building each bunk bed.  We just need to provide treasure and talent!  Each set of 
bunk beds (2 beds per bunk) costs $350.  The World Service team is funding 3 bunk beds, and are 
hoping to get the congregation to match funds for more beds.  The donation campaign will run until 
the end of February. Any donation is helpful, none too small or too large!  Once the beds are built, 
SHP takes them and delivers them to the recipients.   

You can donate in many different ways: using the envelopes that will be in the pews, by calling 
Andrea, using our online donation page (there is a line item for Sleep in Heavenly Peace), or mailing a 
check to the church with ‘SHP’ in the memo line. 

If you are interested in participating in the build day please let Nancy Protzmann, Terri Behm, or 
Susan Holden know.  You can also participate in the deliveries if that is something that interests you. 
Our contact information is below. 

Here is a quote from a family that recently received a set of bunks from the Hillsborough 
chapter: 

“Today was a great day for the Foster Children in our home. We were selected to receive an 
amazing set of bunk beds and bedding for 2 of our girls. David Sodders and his son Chris effortlessly 
set up a brand new set of bunk beds under the watchful eyes of the 3 sisters in our home. They were 
patient and encouraging with all the questions that the girls had for them while they quickly went 
to work. It was a pleasure to work with Sleep in Heavenly Peace NH.  
 We feel blessed to tuck all 5 of our kiddos into separate beds tonight.” Sept 2019 
We hope you will consider this important outreach project, with your time/talent, or treasure, or 

both!  For more information please visit: https://www.shpbeds.org/chapter/nh-hillsborough-co 
Thank you! 
  
Nancy Protzmann uvmcats84@gmail.com  321-7099 
Terri Behm  terri.behm@gmail.com   494-933 
Susan Holden bagnara-thornton@comcast.net  566-2394 

https://www.shpbeds.org/chapter/nh
mailto:uvmcats84@gmail.com
mailto:terri.behm@gmail.com
mailto:thornton@comcast.net


Save the date! 
Community Room 

Friday, February 28, 12 to 5pm 
Appointments available on line 

  
If you would like to help for a couple of hours (this is the 

Friday of vacation week) email Roger Hooper at 
rhooper673@aol.com 

  

mailto:rhooper673@aol.com


Political Action  
When May A Church Speak? 

 
 
The church, including our congregation, enjoys a “tax free” status as an IRS 501 

(c)(3) exempt organization.  Locally, the church plant is assessed at $2,012,700.  
Which, without exemption, might result in a town tax liability of $47,020.  Then, 
there’s the Federal bill. 

To maintain our tax exempt status, there are some no-nos that must be 
observed.  The UCC of ice of Justice and Witness ministries in Washington has 
issued “Guidelines for Congregations on Political Action”.  Some of the guidance 
includes: 

As a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization, a church: 
• is exempt from paying corporate income taxes, and donations to it are tax 

deductible on federal tax returns. 
 • may expend funds for religious, charitable and educational purposes, and an 

insubstantial amount on lobbying and to promote legislation. 
A 501 (c)(3) exempt organization may not “participate in, or intervene in any 

political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public of ice.” 
There are no restrictions on educating church members about election-year 

issues and promoting discussion of public policy. 
Clergy and church leaders have the same rights as every American citizen and 

may fully participate in political campaigns as individuals. “However, they must not 
participate in political campaigns by endorsing or opposing any candidate in a 
church publication or at a church function.  When clergy do engage in a political 
campaign or political discussions as individuals, they should announce they are 
acting on their own and not on behalf of the church.” 

 
‘Shout!  A full-throated shout! 

Hold nothing back – a trumpet-blast shout! 
 Isaiah 58:1 –The Message 

 
BBB 

Sunday, February 2, 2020 


