
The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

“You do not need to waste your time doing those things that 
are unnecessary and tri ling. You do not have to be rich. You 

do not need to seek fame or power. What you need is freedom, 
solidity, peace and joy. You need the time and energy to be 

able to share these things with others.” 
 

—Thı́ch Nha t Hạnh, No Death, No Fear 



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
December 1, 2019 First Sunday of Advent 10:00 a.m. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying Philipp Nicolai/ 
  Gilbert Martin 
 
INTROIT  Chancel Choir 
 
CANDLE LITURGY OF HOPE 

Opening Sentences: 
One:   The Gospel of John speaks of Christ as the true light coming into the world. In 

commemoration of that coming, we light candles for the four weeks leading to 
Christmas and re lect on the coming of Christ. It is signi icant that the church has 
always used that language—the coming of Christ—because it speaks to a deep truth. 
Christ is coming. Christ is always coming, always entering a troubled world, a wounded 
heart. And so we light the  irst candle, the candle of hope, and dare to express our 
longing for peace, for healing, and the well-being of all creation.  

 
The candle of hope is lit. 
 
*Responsive Call: 
One:    We take the time, in the busyness of this season, for quiet re lection – for the light of 

God’s love can be seen everywhere. 
Many:  We will let ourselves be surprised by wonder, and set aside time to offer quiet 

thanks.  
One:    The good news of Advent is this: Christ is coming. Christ is always coming.  
Many: We will welcome Christ in our hearts. We will let ourselves be guided by his 

ministry.  We will go forth from this place in hope.  
 



*HYMN Prepare the Way No. 13 
 
UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
Jesus, our friend and guide, we await your coming. We wait  illed with hope, knowing your light will 
shine in the darkness. We wait with anticipation, believing that one day your peace will  ill our 
world. We wait with patience, learning to love in our community in the meantime. We wait with joy, 
knowing that with your birth comes freedom and life for all creation. May we worship today with 
hearts open to the promises of this season of Advent. We pray this in Christ’s name, who taught us 
to say Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
*GLORIA Gloria 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME   
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
ANTHEM Comfort, Comfort Ye My People  
 Chancel Choir 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 24:36-44 
 

But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those 
days before the  lood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 
Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the  lood came and swept them all away, so too 
will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the  ield; one will be taken and one will be 
left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner 
of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake 
and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an unexpected hour.  

 
SERMON “One By One” 
 
*HYMN Return, My People inside back page 
 
You are invited to write your joys and concerns on the prayer cards in the pews, and pass to the 
minister to be lifted in prayer at this time. 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 



PRAYER RESPONSE (Tune: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel) 
O Come, O Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh;  
to us the path of knowledge show, and help us in that way to go.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!   Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Along with our offering collected this morning, we dedicate the generous contributions of those who 
give monthly or electronically.  All of our offerings support the work and witness of Jesus Christ here in 
this place and in the wider world.  Each is given to the glory of God in faithful appreciation for many 
received blessings.  Thanks be to God! 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC Pastoral Air Franz Murschhauser/ 
  Lani Smith 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Tune: From All That Dwell Below the Skies) 

Praise God from whom all blessings  low; 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 
God who makes all things new, we believe in the power of hope to dispel the darkness, to uplift the 
downtrodden, and to change the world. We give this offering with faith that a new day is coming. 
May it be used to bring about your hope for wholeness and peace throughout creation. In Christ’s 
name we pray.  Amen. 
 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 
ORGAN MEDITATION Re lection on “Creator of the Stars of Night” David Lasky 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
We welcome all people to join in receiving this sacrament.  Children may participate at the discretion 
of their parents.  The cup contains grape juice.  For those who wish to receive gluten, wheat and dairy-
free communion bread, it can be found in the bowl on the communion plate. 
 
CALL TO COMMUNION 
Leader: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to God. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to God Most High. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 
Gracious God, forgive us. Only you know the depth of our need, the nature of our lapses in 
judgement and faith. Loosen the chains of doubt and fear that bind us. Cleanse our hearts and minds 
of all that prevents us from loving you and loving our neighbor. May our lives be marked by faith in 
love as we watch and wait for your breaking into our world once more. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION and CONSECRATING PRAYER 
 
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP 
In the tradition of our church, let us partake of the bread as it is served, remembering our individual 
uniqueness in the eyes of God and our diversity within the Body of Christ.  Let us hold the cup until all 
have been served, remembering our oneness with God and our unity in the Body of Christ. 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (in unison) 
We give thanks, O God, because in your own free gift of love you have reached out to us. You have 
refreshed us at your table, touched our deepest needs, and called us to a shared memory and hope. 
Send us forth with courage and joy in the name of Jesus Christ, that we, too, might become bread 
and life for one another and the world. Amen.  
 
*HYMN Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus No. 2 
 
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 
*CHORAL RESPONSE  Chancel Choir 
 
*POSTLUDE From God the Father, Virgin Born Mark Sedio 
 
 
(*Indicates that those who are able may stand.) 
 
 



THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST 
A Welcoming, Open and Af irming Congregation  

of the United Church of Christ 
 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of the Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. We 
are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all of 
the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship and 
sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 
We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.  Our membership is open to all 
those who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors 
should you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 
 
Worship Notes: 

• Nursery Care is provided for children ages two and under at the beginning of worship.   
• Church School is available for children in Pre-K through grade 7 immediately following 

Children’s Time. 
• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pew racks.  Cards will be 

collected by one of the pastors during the middle hymn and shared during the Prayers of the 
People. 

• Nametags – Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our 
neighbors.  If you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside 
the friendship registers.  If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the 
deacons. 

• Fellowship – Please join us in the community room following worship to welcome visitors and 
friends. 

• Emergencies – In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been 
given.  An emergency plan is in place for the children in the nursery and in the church school. 

 
The church of ice is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.  Here’s how to reach us: 
by telephone 673-3231, or by email andrea@ccamherst.org.  If we are unavailable by phone, please feel 
free to leave a message using the personal directory, and we will get back to you as soon as we can.  
Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook at Facebook.com/
ccamherst. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Katherine R. Kennedy Associate Pastor 
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 
Michael Havay  Organist/Accompanist 
Gail Wiegand Deacon In Charge 
Carol St. Jean Greeter 
Marilyn Gibson Church School Coordinator 
Heather Stone Nursery Coordinator 

******************************************************* 
Wendy Valeri Bell Choir Director 

Financial Summary 
(as of October 31, 2019) 

 
 YTD YTD 
 Budget Actual Difference 
Income $176,968 $170,598 $  6,370 
Expenses $158,132 $167,651 $( 9,519) 
Net Income $  18,836 $    2,947 $15,889 
 

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest whole 
dollar; as such, some columns may not appear to total 
correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information helpful.  If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to anyone on the Finance Team: Gail Agans (chair), 
Paul Spiess, Doug Topliffe, Todd Whitney and Tim 
Wiegand (Treasurer). 

ADVENT VESPER SERVICE: In the busy weeks 
that lead up to Christmas we can sometimes lose 
sight of “the reason for the season” of Advent. 
Advent is meant to be a peaceful time of 
anticipation and preparation, a time of joy and 
hope. Advent gives us permission to honor the 
part of ourselves that is longing to slow down, to 
take a breath, to be instead of do. Join us on 
December 11 at 7:30 p.m. for a time of quiet 
prayer, re lective readings, candle lighting, and 
meditative music. Come experience Advent and 
take a break from the busyness of Christmas. 
Come as you are and just be.  
 
POINSETTIA ORDERS: Help decorate the 
church for the Christmas services. Donate a 
poinsettia plant in celebration of Christmas or in 
memory of a loved one.  Names along with your 
message will be printed in the bulletins.  You 
may take the plant after the last service on 
Christmas Eve or donate it to someone in need 
of some holiday cheer.  Orders will be taken 
after church in the community room on 
Sundays, December 1, 8 and 15; or place your 
order with Andrea in the church of ice.  Orders 
close on Monday, December 16. 

SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for 
December include toothbrushes and 
toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo and 
conditioner, bar soap, feminine hygiene 
products, diapers and wipes. Donations can be 
left in the SHARE cupboard in the narthex or in 
the container by the community room entrance. 
Many thanks for your continuing support! 



Our Church Calendar 
December 1—7, 2019 

 
Today 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:10 a.m. Fellowship— 
  Community Room 
 
Tuesday   8:30 a.m. Men’s Fellowship—Youth Room 
   9:00 a.m. Prayerful Playgroup—Nursery 
   1:30 p.m. Small Group Ministry—Parlor 
   5:30 p.m. Community Supper— 
  SHARE, Milford 
   6:00 p.m. Church Council—Parlor 
 
Wednesday 10:00 a.m. The Story of God—Parlor 
   4:00 p.m. Trustees of the Invested Funds— 
  Parlor 
 
Thursday   9:00 a.m. Congregational Care—Parlor 
   6:00 p.m. Bell Choir—Sanctuary 
   6:00 p.m. Con irmation Class— 
  Youth Room 
   7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir—Vestry 
 
Saturday   9:00 a.m. Breakfast with Santa 

Christmas Concert 
Sunday, December 8 

At 3:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Featuring the Chancel Choir  
and the Bell Choir 

 

Sara L. Phelps, Director of Music 
Michael Havay, Organist/Accompanist 

Wendy Valeri, Bell Choir Director 

CHURCH SCHOOL: The Mill Apartment 
Thanksgiving Luncheon is today after 
worship, at the residence in Milford.  If you are 
able to transport your child/children to the 
apartments we are happy to have you take part 
in our visit. Children and adults will share the 
meal and conversation with the residents. It is 
always a great experience for all. We will leave 
from the community room at approximately 
11:20 and return at approximately 1:00.  

Church School Christmas Pageant: 
December 8th and 15th church school will be 
devoted to sharing the Christmas Story and 
preparing for our Christmas Pageant. 
Preparation involves assigning parts and 
wardrobe. The pageant is to take place on 
December 22 during worship. A Christmas Eve 
presentation will be at 5:00 in the sanctuary.  

Christmas Eve: At the Christmas Eve 
presentation of the pageant there will be an 
offering traditional to the service, that of 
donating new packaged (manufactured) stuffed 
animals. Our donations are going to DCYF in 
Manchester to comfort children in crisis.  

Winter Term: Church School winter 
term has begun and your opportunity to share 
in the faith formation. Church School creates 
followers of Jesus Christ, we are called to share 
our journey knowledge with our children. A 
challenge to you is seek out our teachers and 
ask how it affects them to be part of our 
children’s faith formation journey. Visit our 
website to  ind the church school winter term 
calendar. 

 
SUCCESS FOR THE HOLIDAYS: 'Tis the 
season for shopping and gift giving. Why not let 
the SUCCESS gift card program help? Cards will 
be available for immediate purchase and orders 
for additional cards taken after church in the 
Community Room every Sunday through 
December 8. Orders arrive in a week. Thank 
you for supporting the SUCCESS program.  



BREAKFAST WITH SANTA SOS!  BWS is on 
Saturday, December 7.  All help below will be 
greatly appreciated! Please contact Anita 
Swanson (neetoswanson@comcast.net or 673-
7612) with any questions. 
• 3-4 Kitchen helpers on day of event 
• All food (except casseroles, see below) should 

be delivered to the church kitchen on Friday 
12/6, labeled BWS. 

• Breakfast casseroles (please deliver hot on 
Sat 12/7 between 8-9am) 

• Eggs 
• Fruit (grapes, melons, berries, etc.) cut up if 

possible. 
• Monetary donations always appreciated. 
 
UCC CHRISTMAS FUND APPEAL: You have 
the opportunity to be a part of the ministry that 
cares for the active and retired clergy and lay 
employees of the United Church of Christ 
through your participation in this year's 
Christmas Fund Offering. Your gift to the 
Christmas Fund will not only assist pastors, but 
also provide for the Supplementation of Small 
Annuities, Supplementation of Health 
Premiums, Emergency Grants, and Christmas 
“Thank You” Gift Checks next December to 
lower-income retirees.  

For more information visit https://
www.pbucc.org/index.php/christmas-fund-
home/how-the-funds-are-used. 
 
The Lectionary texts for the next two weeks are: 
 
December 8:  Isaiah 11:1-10 
Second Sunday of Advent Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
  Romans 15:4-13 
  Matthew 3:1-12 
 
December 15:  Isaiah 35:1-10 
Third Sunday of Advent Psalm 146:5-10 or 
   Luke 1:46b-55 
  James 5:7-10 
  Matthew 11:2-11 

WA CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON:  The Woman’s 
Association cordially invites all church women 
to our festive Christmas program followed by 
our always delicious pot-luck luncheon. Guests 
welcome.  We will gather on Monday, December 
9 at 10:00 a.m. for coffee, followed by a fun 
Yankee Swap.  Please bring a wrapped gift to 
swap: a gift that you forgot to give, something 
that was given to you but not your thing, size, 
etc., a collectible you no longer collect, a craft or 
gift item you created, something tacky, 
something silly, something tasty, something 
FUN! Please limit your shopping to $5. 

The always delicious potluck luncheon of 
holiday favorites will be served at noon.  After 
the sumptuous desserts, Sara Phelps will lead 
us in our rousing Christmas carol sing. 

Contact Anne Krantz (673-9684) to sign-up 
for a dish to bring, or to help with food set-up or 
clean-up. 
 
YEAR END GIVING: As we approach the busy 
season from Thanksgiving through Christmas 
and the New Year, now is a good time to think 
about how we will handle our year end 
charitable giving. One option that you may want 
to consider is donating appreciated stocks in 
lieu of funds from your checking or savings 
account.  

Those of us who own stocks have 
experienced signi icant appreciation in their 
value over the past several years. If those stocks 
are sold, the gain is subject to a capital gains tax 
depending on how long you have held them. 
Transferring the stock(s) to the church avoids 
the capital gains tax.  

It is quite easy to accomplish by giving 
explicit instructions to your broker or trustee to 
transfer the shares to the Church account. 
Forms are readily available in the church of ice 
or by contacting Andrea Cyr at 673-3231. You 
will get a full deduction for the value of the 
stock on the date it is received. You bene it, the 
Church bene its and we strengthen the  inancial 
strength of both our programs and our facilities. 

mailto:neetoswanson@comcast.net
http://www.pbucc.org/index.php/christmas


Celebrate the Season of Giving 
  
The Christmas season is just around the corner and the World Service team is working with the following organiza ons 
to ensure all in our community experience the joy of the holidays. There are many ways for you to help! 
 
SHARE TREE:  We will have a SHARE TREE with the following stars to choose from: 
SHARE kids: Each SHARE child star will have a child’s name and just one gi  listed.   By lis ng one 
gi  on each star, there will be mul ple stars for each child. This will give us all the opportunity to 
take mul ple stars and s ll stay within our gi ing allowance! 
SHARE families: We will have individual stars that have one family gi  listed – these are typically 
family games, gi  cards, etc.  Each star will have one family and one gi  listed. 
 
CRESTWOOD TREE: Crestwood Center, a skilled nursing facility in Milford, has again 
 provided us names of residents and items they are interested in receiving for  
the holidays.  We will have stars with this informa on available on the Crestwood Tree.   
 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS JOY: We will again par cipate in Bethany Chris an Services’ Opera on Christmas Joy drive, 
which provides $25 gi  cards to meet the Christmas wish lists of children in foster care statewide. We have pre-
purchased the gi s cards from the SUCCESS program which helps out two causes!  BCS is an organiza on that helps 
children and families in crisis find adop ve and foster families, short-term-crisis care, and so much more.  Visit the 
Christmas Gi  Drive table to purchase these gi  cards.  
  
Whether you can provide for an individual child, teen, senior or a whole family, there is a way for everyone to 
par cipate.  TODAY IS THE LAST DAY TO SIGN UP FOR GIFT GIVING. All gi s are due back to the church no 
later than Sunday, December 8.  We hope you will join in the fun of this popular holiday season celebra on of sharing.   
 
For more informa on please contact Carolyn Mitchell  carolynvmitchell@gmail.com or Nancy Protzmann 
uvmcats84@gmail.com. 
 

All gi s are due back to the church no later than end of worship Sunday, December 8. 
 

If your gi s include any gi  cards we encourage you to buy those from our SUCCESS program – 
this benefits the gi  recipient AND CCA. 
 
If you can get gi  receipts please include those in an envelope with your returned item(s). 

 
CRESTWOOD Gi  Returns: gi s should be returned unwrapped in a gi  bag with the original tag a ached to the bag. 
 
SHARE Gi  Returns: 
Children’s Gi s: should be unwrapped but with wrapping paper or gi  bag included and original tag included.   
Family Gi s: should be wrapped and have the original label and inventory of item(s) a ached (inventory list can be 
created by cu ng off the info below). Family gi  cards can be placed in an envelope with the family number on the 
outside of the envelope. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Family Gi  Inventory 
 
Family #: 
 
List of item(s) purchased: 

mailto:carolynvmitchell@gmail.com
mailto:uvmcats84@gmail.com




Sunday, December 1, 2019 

A Strong Seed 
 
Today, we join the other congregations of the United Church of Christ in celebrating 

the ministry of the United Black Christians (UBC), an of icially recognized special interest 
group of the UCC, providing voice and vision for more than 70,000 African Americans. 

 
The UBC represents lay and clergy persons who faithfully minister in more than 278 

predominately African American congregations of the UCC.  The UBC has many objectives.  
Among them: 
v Strengthening Black churches in the UCC 
v Training leaders in Gospel-inspired service to the Black community 
v Providing relevant ministry for youth and young adults 
v Being active advocates for liberation at home and abroad 
 
Many people, too many, not only persons of color, face hardships every day of their 

lives – where will I sleep tonight?  Will I have a meal tonight?  Will I have money in my 
pocket when I wake?  The following poem by black poet Langston Hughes goes to the 
morning’s theme and the daily efforts of the United Black Christians. 

 
 

Freedom 
Freedom will not come 
Today, this year 
Nor ever 
Through compromise and fear. 
 
I have as much right 
As the other fellow has  
To stand on my two feet 
And own the land. 
 
I tire so of hearing people say, 
Let things take their course. 
Tomorrow is another day. 
 

I do not need my freedom when I’m 
dead.  I cannot live on tomorrow’s 
bread. 
 Freedom 
 Is a strong seed 
 Planted 
 In a great need. 
 I live here, too. 
 I want my freedom 
 
Just like you. 


