


THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
November 24, 2019 Creative Worship  10:00 a.m. 
 

“Thanking” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE Thanks Be to God G. F. Handel/ 
  Johann Nageli 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
One:  In deep gratitude we come to worship God. 
Many: We recognize God as the source of all goodness. 
One: All good gifts come from the Spirit of God: 
Left: Love,  
Right: Peace,  
Left: Joy,  
Right: Patience,  
Left: Kindness,  
Right: Gentleness, 
Many: All are of God.  
One: We come with grateful hearts,  
Many: Not for things, but for who God is.  
All:  We gather to show our gratitude in song and prayer! 
 
*HYMN Come, Ye Thankful People, Come No. 551 
 verses 1 & 2 only 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
 



COMMISSIONING OF CONFIRMANDS AND MENTORS 
 

Con irmand Mentor 
Isabella D’Ambrosio Susan Werst 
Abigail Green Kathy Johnson 
Lillian Handwerk Sharon Rohlfs 
Emma Kennedy Ali Wysor 
Taylee Normandin Vicky Leknes 
Amelia Wysor Katy Kennedy 

 
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
ANTHEM Harvest Hymn Mary McDonald 
 Chancel Choir 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON  1 Corinthians 12:4-11 
 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit;  
and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord;  
and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God  
who activates all of them in everyone.  
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  
To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom,  
and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit,  
to another faith by the same Spirit,  
to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,  
to another the working of miracles,  
to another prophecy,  
to another the discernment of spirits,  
to another various kinds of tongues,  
to another the interpretation of tongues.  
All these are activated by one and the same Spirit,  
who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

 
 
MESSAGE OF THANKSGIVING “Intangible Gifts” 
 
OFFERING INVITATION 
Our prayer offerings and our monetary offerings will be collected at this time. 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC We Gather Together Edward Kremser/ 
  Robert Lau 
 



BLESSING OF THE OFFERING (tune: NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT) No. 555 
Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices,  
Who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices. 
Who, from our mothers’ arms, has blessed us on our way, 
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.  

 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE and PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING 
 
PRAYER RESPONSE—THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
*HYMN Give Thanks, O Christian People No. 552 
 verses 1 & 4 only 
 
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
*BENEDICTION (in unison) 
For food and drink and blessed days, 
Accept our gratitude and our praise. 
In serving others, God may we, 
Express our deepest thanks to thee.  
Amen. 
 
*CHORAL RESPONSE  Chancel Choir 
 
*POSTLUDE Nun danket alle Gott Johann Christoph Kellner 
 (Now Thank We All Our God) 
 
(*Indicates that those who are able may stand.) 
 
 
 
 The Lectionary texts for the next two weeks are: 

 
December 1:  Isaiah 2:1-5 
First Sunday of Advent Psalm 122 
  Romans 13:11-14 
  Matthew 24:36-44 
 
December 8:  Isaiah 11:1-10 
Second Sunday of Advent Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
  Romans 15:4-13 
  Matthew 3:1-12 



THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST 
A Welcoming, Open and Af irming Congregation  

of the United Church of Christ 
 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of the Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. We 
are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all of 
the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship and 
sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 
We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.  Our membership is open to all 
those who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors 
should you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 
 
Worship Notes: 

• Nursery Care is provided for children ages two and under at the beginning of worship.   
• Church School is available for children in Pre-K through grade 7 immediately following 

Children’s Time. 
• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pew racks.  Cards will be 

collected by one of the pastors during the middle hymn and shared during the Prayers of the 
People. 

• Nametags – Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our 
neighbors.  If you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside 
the friendship registers.  If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the 
deacons. 

• Fellowship – Please join us in the community room following worship to welcome visitors and 
friends. 

• Emergencies – In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been 
given.  An emergency plan is in place for the children in the nursery and in the church school. 

 
The church of ice is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.  Here’s how to reach us: 
by telephone 673-3231, or by email andrea@ccamherst.org.  If we are unavailable by phone, please feel 
free to leave a message using the personal directory, and we will get back to you as soon as we can.  
Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook at Facebook.com/
ccamherst. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Katherine R. Kennedy Associate Pastor 
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 
Michael Havay  Organist/Accompanist 
Colleen Cushing Deacon In Charge 
Fran Baddeley, Liz MacMillan Stewart Ushers 
Marilyn Gibson Church School Coordinator 
Heather Stone Nursery Coordinator 
Leona Hendrickson Pre-K/K Church School Teacher 
Sue Werst Grades 1-2 Church School Teacher 
Larissa Riley Grades 3-4 Church School Teacher 
Dave Hagerstrom Grades 5-7 Church School Teacher 

************************************************************* 
Wendy Valeri Bell Choir Director 

Financial Summary 
(as of October 31, 2019) 

 
 YTD YTD 
 Budget Actual Difference 
Income $176,968 $170,598 $  6,370 
Expenses $158,132 $167,651 $( 9,519) 
Net Income $  18,836 $    2,947 $15,889 
 

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest whole 
dollar; as such, some columns may not appear to total 
correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information helpful.  If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to anyone on the Finance Team: Gail Agans (chair), 
Paul Spiess, Doug Topliffe, Todd Whitney and Tim 
Wiegand (Treasurer). 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given in 
thanksgiving for the lives of John and Veronica 
Dmyterko Varanka, and Allyn and Edith 
Lucchini Chabot, from Mike, Sally, Sasha and 
Scott, and Cassie Varanka.   
 
FORUM: Join us today after worship for an 
informational session to discuss the work done 
to date regarding the kitchen.  Please come to 
listen and to give us your thoughts and ideas.  
Child care will be available. 
 
TEACHERS NEEDED for the church school 
winter term in Pre-K/K. If interested, contact 
Marilyn Gibson at mgibson@ccamherst.org. 
 
SUCCESS FOR THE HOLIDAYS: 'Tis the 
season for shopping and gift giving. Why not let 
the SUCCESS gift card program help? Cards will 
be available for immediate purchase and 
orders for additional cards taken after church 
in the Community Room every Sunday through 
December 8. Orders arrive in a week. Thank 
you for supporting the SUCCESS program.  
 
 

THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed 
Thursday and Friday, November 28 and 29 for 
the Thanksgiving Holiday. Items to be 
published in the December 1 bulletin are due 
Tuesday morning, November 26. 

mailto:mgibson@ccamherst.org


Our Church Calendar 
November 23—30, 2019 

 
Today 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:10 a.m. Fellowship— 
  Community Room 
 11:30 a.m. Forum on Kitchen Work— 
  Community Room 
   6:00 p.m. Senior High Youth Group— 
  Youth Room 
 
Monday   9:00 a.m. Breakfast with Santa Team— 
  Parlor 
   6:00 p.m. World Service Team— 
  Meeting Room 
 
Tuesday   8:30 a.m. Men’s Fellowship— 
  Youth Room 
   1:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl Knitters— 
  Parlor 
 
Wednesday   9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting—Parlor 
 

Christmas Concert 
Sunday, December 8 

At 3:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Featuring the Chancel Choir  
and the Bell Choir 

 

Sara L. Phelps, Director of Music 
Michael Havay, Organist/Accompanist 

Wendy Valeri, Bell Choir Director 

CHURCH SCHOOL: Thank you! On this Sunday 
before Thanksgiving, we want to recognize and 
thank our current term teachers for their 
spiritual guidance and mentoring: Leona 
Hendrickson, Nadine Obermiller, Rebekah Bolin, 
Sue Werst, Gretchen Davis, Larissa Riley and 
Dave Hagerstrom. 

During today’s lesson, children are 
working on placemats and table decorations for 
our Mill Apartments Luncheon on December 1.  
They will share what they are thankful for with 
the residents of the apartments on the mats and 
decorations. 

Mill Apartments Luncheon: Children will 
be preparing the lunch in the community room 
and in the kitchen during church school on 
December 1. Parents should meet their children 
there after worship.  Children will  accompany 
their teachers to the apartments, returning to the 
church around 1:00 p.m.  Parents are encouraged 
to take part in this traditional event of friendship 
and service. 
 
SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for November 
include pancake mix and syrup, condiments, 
cooking sauces and seasonings, cooking oils, jelly, 
and cold cereal.  Donations can be left in the 
SHARE cupboard in the narthex or in the 
container by the community room entrance. 
Many thanks for your continuing support! 
 
BREAKFAST WITH SANTA SOS!  BWS is on 
Saturday, December 7.  All help below will be 
greatly appreciated! Please contact Anita 
Swanson (neetoswanson@comcast.net 673-
7612) with any questions. 
• 3-4 Kitchen helpers on day of event 
• All food (except casseroles, see below) should 

be delivered to the church kitchen on Friday 
12/6, labeled BWS. 

• Breakfast casseroles (please deliver hot on Sat 
12/7 between 8-9am) 

• Eggs 
• Fruit (grapes, melons, berries, etc.) cut up if 

possible. 
• Monetary donations always appreciated. 

mailto:neetoswanson@comcast.net


Sunday, November 24, 2019 

A Dozen A Day 
 

During this morning’s worship, prayers will be offered and spoken, responsively, 
silently, early and often.  How about at home?  The days are  illed with opportunities and 
reasons for prayerful thoughts, even in the midst of work and household chores.   Such as 
the following: 

 
On rising –  
Dear Lord, thank you so much for another day of life on Earth.  Thank you for another 

beautiful sunrise to enjoy.  Thank you for the wonderful sounds of nature, from the cool 
breeze brushing through the trees to the birds singing melodies.  You are a wonderful God, 
full of grace and mercy.  I praise you for allowing me another day to spend with my 
family.  I love you Father!  Amen. – Derek Hill 

 
At mealtime – 
Let us give thanks for this food and Thy blessing and benediction be upon it.  May our 

hands so energize this food that it supplies the needs of our bodies and may we be moved 
to share with others what they are in need of. – Sakya Monastery 

 
At day’s end –  
 
Softly falls the light of day, 
While our camp ire fades away.  
Silently each scout should ask:  
"Have I done my daily task?  
Have I kept my honor bright?  
Can I guiltless sleep tonight? 
Have I done and have I dared  
In everything to be prepared?"  — Boy Scout Vesper Song 
 
A dozen a day?  Make it at least a baker’s dozen.  Remember: 
 

Just to be is a blessing. 
Just to live is holy. 

 
 
BBB 


