
The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

“Each age gathers wisdom from the labors and researches of 
the preceding age.  In every science, and in every art, we are 
constrained to acknowledge our indebtedness to the genius 

and industry of departed generations.” 
 

—Pastor J. G. Davis, January 1874 



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
November 10, 2019 Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 a.m. 
 
 

 
 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE Fantasy in C J. S. Bach 
 
INTROIT  Chancel Choir 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
One:       We are here because we have heard the call of Jesus in our lives. 
Many:    We are here to challenge one another to rise up and follow. 
One:       We are here because we are wonderfully made in the image of God. 
Many:    We are here to learn more about what it means to be the people of God. 
One:        We come seeking to be moved, changed, and made whole by the Spirit of the living God. 
All:          Let us open our hearts to the moving of the Spirit, and leave this place as true                 

disciples of Jesus and servants of God! 
 
*HYMN All Creatures of Our God and King No. 455 
 verses 1, 3 & 4 only 
 
UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
As we end another busy week in our lives, we come before you, O God, knowing that you are always 
ready to receive us, just as we are. Today we consider what it means to live abundantly and give 
ourselves to you as your  irst fruits. We take time out to consider how our lives might better re lect 
your generous spirit, your wisdom, your creativity, and your compassion. Bring us to new life that 
your Spirit might be magni ied in each of us. Hear our promises of faith, O God, as we pray the 
words that Jesus taught us: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI (Tune #579) 

Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and Holy Spirit, One; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end.  Amen, Amen. 

 



CHILDREN’S TIME   
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
ANTHEM Prayer for Peace Benjamin Harlan 
 Chancel Choir 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 

 
As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we beg you, 

brothers and sisters, not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by word or by 
letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already here. Let no one deceive 
you in any way; for that day will not come unless the rebellion comes  irst and the lawless one is 
revealed, the one destined for destruction. He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god 
or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring himself to be God. Do 
you not remember that I told you these things when I was still with you?  

But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the Lord, 
because God chose you as the  irst fruits for salvation through sancti ication by the Spirit and 
through belief in the truth. For this purpose he called you through our proclamation of the good 
news, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers and sisters, stand 
 irm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by our 
letter. Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through grace 
gave us eternal comfort and good hope, comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good 
work and word.  

 
 

SERMON “First Fruits” 
 
*HYMN As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought No. 414 
 
You are invited to write your joys and concerns on the prayer cards in the pews, and pass to the 
minister to be lifted in prayer at this time. 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE    Chancel Choir 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Along with our offering collected this morning, we dedicate the generous contributions of those who 
give monthly or electronically.  All of our offerings support the work and witness of Jesus Christ here in 
this place and in the wider world.  Each is given to the glory of God in faithful appreciation for many 
received blessings.  Thanks be to God! 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC Chorale Prelude; Komm, heil’ger Geist Andreas Armsdorf 
 



*DOXOLOGY (Tune: From All That Dwell Below the Skies) 
Praise God from whom all blessings  low; 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 
O God, ruler of all time and space, we want to be faithful stewards of your creation. Receive our 
offering, that our church may come alive in the Spirit. Help us to use the resources that you have 
given us to further carry your Spirit into the world, in word and in deed. Guide us, inspire us, move 
us, so that we may build and sustain the peaceable community that you call us to be. Amen. 
 
*HYMN O Jesus, I Have Promised No. 388 
 verses 1, 3 & 4 only 
 
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
*CHORAL RESPONSE  Chancel Choir 
 
*POSTLUDE Recessional on Nun danket Eric Thiman 
 
 
(*Indicates that those who are able may stand.) 
 

Our Church Calendar 
November 10—16, 2019 

 
Today 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:10 a.m. Fellowship—Community Room 
   6:00 p.m. Senior High Youth Group—Youth Room 
 
Monday 10:00 a.m. WA Workshop—Vestry 
 
Tuesday   8:30 a.m. Men’s Fellowship—Youth Room 
   9:30 a.m. WA Board—Parlor 
   7:00 p.m. Tuesday Team Time 
 
Wednesday   9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting—Parlor 
   7:00 p.m. Budget & Finance Team—Meeting Room 
   7:00 p.m. New Member Info Session—Parlor 
 
Thursday   6:00 p.m. Bell Choir—Sanctuary 
   7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir—Vestry 



THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST 
A Welcoming, Open and Af irming Congregation  

of the United Church of Christ 
 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of the Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. We 
are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all of 
the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship and 
sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 
We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.  Our membership is open to all 
those who choose to walk with us in our witness.  The next new member orientation will be held on 
November 13.  New members will be formally received on Sunday, November 17. Please speak with 
any of our deacons or pastors should you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 
 
Worship Notes: 

• Nursery Care is provided for children ages two and under at the beginning of worship.   
• Church School is available for children in Pre-K through grade 7 immediately following 

Children’s Time. 
• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pew racks.  Cards will be collected 

by one of the pastors during the middle hymn and shared during the Prayers of the People. 
• Nametags – Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our 

neighbors.  If you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside 
the friendship registers.  If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the 
deacons. 

• Fellowship – Please join us in the community room following worship to welcome visitors and 
friends. 

• Emergencies – In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been 
given.  An emergency plan is in place for the children in the nursery and in the church school. 

 
The church of ice is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.  Here’s how to reach us: 
by telephone 673-3231, or by email andrea@ccamherst.org.  If we are unavailable by phone, please feel 
free to leave a message using the personal directory, and we will get back to you as soon as we can.  
Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook at Facebook.com/
ccamherst. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Katherine R. Kennedy Associate Pastor 
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 
David Owens Guest Organist 
Colleen Cushing Deacon In Charge 
Keith and Gail Lammers Greeters 
Dave and Crystal Chen Ushers 
Jana Howe Liturgist 
Marilyn Gibson Church School Coordinator 
Heather Stone Nursery Coordinator 
Leona Hendrickson, Nadine Obermiller Pre-K/K Church School Teacher 
Rebekah Bolin Grades 1-2 Church School Teacher 
Larissa Riley Grades 3-4 Church School Teacher 
Dave Hagerstrom Grades 5-7 Church School Teacher 

********************************************************************** 
Michael Havay  Organist/Accompanist 
Wendy Valeri Bell Choir Director 

Financial Summary 
(as of September 30, 2019) 

 
 YTD YTD 
 Budget Actual Difference 
Income $176,968 $170,598 $  6,370 
Expenses $158,132 $167,651 $( 9,519) 
Net Income $  18,836 $    2,947 $15,889 
 

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest whole 
dollar; as such, some columns may not appear to total 
correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information helpful.  If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to anyone on the Finance Team: Gail Agans (chair), 
Paul Spiess, Doug Topliffe, Todd Whitney and Tim 
Wiegand (Treasurer). 

THANKSGIVING FOOD BASKETS: On behalf 
of the congregation, your Diaconate is 
planning to deliver Thanksgiving food baskets 
to families in our community who need a little 
help. We want to help them by providing the 
ingredients necessary to prepare a complete,  
wholesome Thanksgiving dinner. Today we 
will be passing the Friendship Baskets, and all 
monetary donations collected will be used in 
the purchase of those meals. Thank you for 
your generosity and support of those 
neighbors in need.  
 
SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for 
November include pancake mix and syrup, 
condiments, cooking sauces and seasonings, 
cooking oils, jelly, and cold cereal.  Donations 
can be left in the SHARE cupboard in the 
narthex or in the container by the community 
room entrance. Many thanks for your 
continuing support! 

RAFFLE TICKETS for the eight lovely gift 
baskets will be on sale in the community room 
during Fellowship Time next Sunday, Nov. 17.  
The drawings for the basket winners will take 
place at the WA’s Holiday Fair on Nov. 23. 



CALLING ALL BAKERS!  The bakery area of 
the Holiday Fair needs YOU! Contributions of 
homemade pies, coffee cakes, special cookies, 
breads, candies, cakes, candied nuts, preserves 
or whatever specialty you may have are 
needed and welcomed. The fair is just before 
the holidays when baked goods are always 
wanted. Pies, coffee cakes and giftable items 
seem to be the most desired. Cute bags, boxes 
or other containers always help items  ly off 
the shelves. 

There will be a team ready to help dress 
up the goodies on Friday afternoon before the 
fair. Please bring your baked items to the 
vestry on November 22 between 1:00 and 5:00 
p.m. if at all possible. A label with the name of 
the item is also very helpful, as is information 
on whether it contains nuts or is gluten free.  

You may receive a phone call before the 
fair to help you decide what you might 
contribute. Your participation is crucial in 
making this a success – thank you in advance! 

 

Christmas Concert 
Sunday, December 8 

At 3:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Featuring the Chancel Choir  
and the Bell Choir 

 

Sara L. Phelps, Director of Music 
Michael Havay, Organist/Accompanist 

Wendy Valeri, Bell Choir Director 

CHURCH SCHOOL:  Today’s lesson is Elijah and 
The Widow (1 Kings 17:8-16).  The lesson 
explains God’s call to everyone to open our 
hearts and minds to those in need. The CROP 
Walk and Heifer mission projects are ways 
church school students hear God’s call.  Today’s 
lesson is taught by Ms. Lee and Mrs. Obermiller, 
Mrs. Bolin, and Mrs. Riley.  Mr. Hagerstrom is 
with grades 5, 6 and 7 unfolding the New 
Testament to our middle high youth. Stop by our 
church school bulletin board in the community 
room to see what we are accomplishing. 

The Christian Education team meeting is 
being held next Sunday, November 17, in the 
meeting room on the second  loor at 11:30 a.m.  
All are welcome! 
 
HOLIDAY SUCCESS: Christmas and Thanksgiving 
are fast approaching, and you can make shopping 
easy using SUCCESS gift cards! You can purchase 
cards for places you'll be shopping, like Shaw's, 
Walmart, Amazon, and many more. You can 
purchase cards for gifting; many restaurants and 
shops are available, some in denominations as 
low as $5, great for Christmas stocking stuffers! 
Stop by after church on November 17 in the 
Community Room and put in your order. Cards 
arrive within the week, in plenty of time for the 
holidays. Have a SUCCESSful holiday season!  
 
FAIR HELPERS NEEDED: The Woman’s 
Association needs a few people with strong backs 
to help set up tables in the vestry and community 
room for the upcoming Holiday Fair.  Set up will 
begin at 1:30 p.m. on Thursday, November 21 
and shouldn’t take more than half an hour.   

Those with a  lair for design are welcome to 
help decorate Christmas wreaths on Monday, 
November 18 at 10:00 a.m. in the vestry. 

Sales help from 9:00-2:00 and clean-up help, 
beginning at 2:00, are also needed on Fair Day, 
Saturday, Nov. 23. 

All help will be greatly appreciated.  Contact 
Adrienne Topliffe with any questions at 
abtopliffe@comcast.net or 673-7436. 

mailto:abtopliffe@comcast.net


Memories of Sundays in the Forties 
 
 
Last month, a WWII B-17 crashed. 
On tour, the Flying Fortress’ mission was to trigger memories. 
As a then young teenager, my memories of that war 
are widely different from those the Nine-O-Nine embodied. 
 
Sundays in the forties were stay-at-home days. 
There was no gas to do otherwise. 
Dad did not go to work on Sundays, 
the only day in the week he could be home. 
His job, ensuring the supply of power to defense factories,  
was critical to the war effort, so he didn’t face being inducted  
and we worked in the yard and our victory garden. 
 
As we worked, sounds of war mixed with those of indifferent birds. 
Those sounds came up from the coast 12 miles away 
as echelons of bombers and escorts  lew east; 
 irst to Goose Bay, then England, then combat. 
The planes and men we saw on a Sunday over Connecticut 
would be bombing other men the next Sunday over Germany. 
 
Triggered memories from 70 years ago that should be remembered. 
Indeed, must be remembered these days by men in a still-contentious world.  
 
 
BBB 

Sunday, November 10, 2019 


