
The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

“Faith is not a light that scatters all our darkness  
but a lamp that guides our steps in the night and suf ices for the journey.” 

 
—Pope Francis 



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
October 6, 2019 Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 a.m. 
 World Communion Sunday 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE They Cast Their Nets in Galilee Charles Callahan 
 
INTROIT  Chancel Choir 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: Across the universe creation waits 
Many: for the prophets to speak 
One: their words of expectation 
Many: and their vision of renewal. 
 
One: May we gather round the prophets today 
Many: and let their longing grip us 
One: and lead us 
Many: into birth and becoming and blessing. 
 
One: So come now, fellow children of God, 
Many: this is the meeting place 
One: of promise and prophecy. 
Many: Let us listen through the ancient words 
One: that we might be ready to hear God’s call 
Many: and be ready to receive God’s vision.  
All: Let us join our voices together in song!  
 
*HYMN All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly insert 
 



UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
Renewing God, you have created us and you sustain us. We come with gratitude in our hearts for 
these moments when we can ease the pace of our lives and listen for your voice. Create a spirit 
within us that truly draws us toward you and toward one another: a deep spirit, perceptive, gentle, 
and bold. Clear our minds, open our hearts, and touch us with your presence and your power. We 
offer this prayer in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray to you using these words: Our Father, 
who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI (Tune #579) 

Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and Holy Spirit, One; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end.  Amen, Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME—PRESENTATION OF BIBLES 
 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 
ORGAN MEDITATION Benediction Fenton Groden 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
We welcome all people to join in receiving this sacrament.  Children may participate at the discretion 
of their parents.  The cup contains grape juice.  For those who wish to receive gluten, wheat and dairy-
free communion bread, it can be found in the bowl on the communion plate. 
 
CALL TO COMMUNION 
Leader: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to God. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to God Most High. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD, POURING OF THE CUP 
 



BLESSING OF THE ELEMENTS 
One:  God, may this bread connect us more closely with you and with our neighbors near and far.  
All:       Bless this bread, we pray.  
 
One:  May this fruit of the vine remind us of the inter-connectedness of people around the world.   
All:       Bless this cup, we pray.  May this simple meal bring us into union with you, your 

people and your world united in the One Body of Christ. 
 
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP 
In the tradition of our church, let us partake of the bread as it is served, remembering our individual 
uniqueness in the eyes of God and our diversity within the Body of Christ.  Let us hold the cup until all 
have been served, remembering our oneness with God and our unity in the Body of Christ. 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (in unison) 
Thank you, O Christ, for this feast of life.  
We are fed by your love;  
we are strengthened by your grace.  
We are sent forth into this world to live into the visions God has laid on our hearts.  
We are now commissioned to:  
feed as we have been fed, 
forgive as we have been forgiven, 
love as we have been loved. 
Thanks be to God.  
Amen.  
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
ANTHEM Brother James’ Air Gordon Jacob 
 Chancel Choir 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSONS  Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
 
The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw:  
O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not listen?  
Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save?  
Why do you make me see wrong-doing and look at trouble?  
Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention arise.  
So the law becomes slack and justice never prevails.  
The wicked surround the righteous— therefore judgment comes forth perverted. I will stand at my 
watchpost, and station myself on the rampart; I will keep watch to see what he will say to me, and 
what he will answer concerning my complaint.  
Then the Lord answered me and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner 
may read it. For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end, and does not lie. If 
it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come, it will not delay. Look at the proud! Their spirit is 
not right in them, but the righteous live by their faith.  
 



SERMON “How Long, O Lord?” 
 
*HYMN Be Thou My Vision No. 339 
 
You are invited to write your joys and concerns on the prayer cards in the pews, and pass to the 
minister to be lifted in prayer at this time. 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE    Chancel Choir 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Along with our offering collected this morning, we dedicate the generous contributions of those who 
give monthly or electronically.  All of our offerings support the work and witness of Jesus Christ here in 
this place and in the wider world.  Each is given to the glory of God in faithful appreciation for many 
received blessings.  Thanks be to God! 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC Bread of the World David Cherwien 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Tune: From All That Dwell Below the Skies) 

Praise God from whom all blessings  low; 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 
Receive from us, O God, the best we have to give. All we have comes from you. We return a 
portion of the gifts you have given us with joy, to accomplish the work we intend to do 
together in your name. We bring ourselves as well, to be blessed by you, so that while we are 
apart our words and deeds will continue to be a signi icant offering to the world. Amen. 
 
*HYMN Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ No. 514 
 
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 
*CHORAL RESPONSE  Chancel Choir 
 
*POSTLUDE A Paean of Praise Lani Smith 
 
 
(*Indicates that those who are able may stand.) 
 



THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST 
A Welcoming, Open and Af irming Congregation  

of the United Church of Christ 
 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of the Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. We 
are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all of 
the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship and 
sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 
We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.  Our membership is open to all 
those who choose to walk with us in our witness.  The next new member orientations will be held 
October 17 and November 13.  New members will be formally received on Sunday, November 17. 
Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should you have any questions regarding our church or 
our membership. 
 
Worship Notes: 

• Nursery Care is provided for children ages two and under at the beginning of worship.   
• Church School is available for children in Pre-K through grade 7 immediately following 

Children’s Time. 
• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pew racks.  Cards will be 

collected by one of the pastors during the middle hymn and shared during the Prayers of the 
People. 

• Nametags – Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our 
neighbors.  If you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside 
the friendship registers.  If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the 
deacons. 

• Fellowship – Please join us in the community room following worship to welcome visitors and 
friends. 

• Emergencies – In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been 
given.  An emergency plan is in place for the children in the nursery and in the church school. 

 
The church of ice is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.  Here’s how to reach us: 
by telephone 673-3231, or by email andrea@ccamherst.org.  If we are unavailable by phone, please feel 
free to leave a message using the personal directory, and we will get back to you as soon as we can.  
Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook at Facebook.com/
ccamherst. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Katherine R. Kennedy Associate Pastor 
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 
Michael Havay  Organist/Accompanist 
John Swanson Deacon In Charge 
Church School Students Greeters and Ushers 
Marilyn Gibson Church School Coordinator 
Heather Stone Nursery Coordinator 
Leona Hendrickson Pre-K/K Church School Teacher 
Sue Werst Grades 1-2 Church School Teacher 
Gretchen Davis Grades 3-4 Church School Teacher 
Dave Hagerstrom Grades 5-7 Church School Teacher 
Church Council Members Fellowship Hosts 

****************************************************** 
Wendy Valeri Bell Choir Director 

The Lectionary texts for the next two weeks are: 
 

October 13: Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 
  Psalm 66:1-12 
 OR  2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c 
   Psalm 111 
  2 Timothy 2:8-15 
  Luke 17:11-19 
 
October 20: Jeremiah 31:27-34 
  Psalm 119:97-104 
 OR  Genesis 32:22-31 
   Psalm 121 
  2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 
  Luke 18:1-8 

INTRODUCING OUR NEW WEBSITE:  
www.ccamherst.org has undergone a radical 
transformation. Check out the new design and 
visit often to obtain the latest information, 
schedules, sermons, plus a lot more! 

HOLIDAY FAIR RAFFLE BASKET ITEMS are 
needed for Wine, Chocolate Lovers, and Made 
in NH baskets. Anyone who would like to help 
out by donating a 750ml bottle of special 
occasion wine, quality chocolate, or a made in 
NH item, can leave their donation in either the 
church of ice or at the Monday Morning 
Workshop by October 28.  The baskets will be 
assembled on Tuesday, October 29 at 7:00 p.m. 
in the vestry.  All are welcome to attend and 
help out. Contact Alicia Wight at 
awight.a.wight@gmail.com or Adrienne 
Topliffe at abtopliffe@comcast.net with any 
questions about raf le basket donations.  
 
SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for October 
include canned fruit,  lour, sugar, boxed cake 
mixes and baking supplies, coffee, tea, juice, 
and granola.  Donations can be left in the 
SHARE cupboard in the narthex or in the 
container by the community room entrance. 
Many thanks for your continuing support! 
 

http://www.ccamherst.org
mailto:awight.a.wight@gmail.com
mailto:abtopliffe@comcast.net


Sunday, October 6, 2019 

October UCC Appeal: Neighbors in Need (NIN) 
 

If scripture commands “love your neighbor as you love yourself” (Matthew 22:39) 
Then who is my neighbor? 

 
Neighbors in Need is a special mission offering of the UCC that supports ministries of justice. 
Grants are awarded to UCC churches and organizations doing justice work in their 
communities. This year, special consideration will be given to projects focusing on serving 
our immigrant neighbors and communities. For more information visit the Neighbors in 
Need UCC Special Offering Page or read Neighbors in Need Stories. 
 
 
 
 
 
YES WE ARE!  The success and sustainability of the United Church of Christ’s national 
ministries relies on our church's contribution to basic operating support and mission. 
Being 5 for 5 means that our church is a leader, providing support to Our Church’s Wider 
Mission and the Special Mission Offerings: One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen The 
Church, Neighbors In Need and The Christmas Fund. 

Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM): Sixty cents of every OCWM dollar stays right 
here in the New Hampshire Conference. Forty cents is shared with the National setting of 
the United Church of Christ for the ministry and mission of our denomination in the United 
States and around the world. 
 
Neighbors in Need: October (see above) 
 
Christmas Fund: December. Provides direct  inancial assistance to retired and active 
United Church of Christ authorized ministers and lay employees and their surviving 
spouses, including pension and health premium supplementation, emergency assistance, 
and Christmas thank-you checks.   
 
One Great Hour of Sharing:  March. Supports partners in countries with ministries that 
fund health, education and agricultural development, emergency relief, refugee ministries 
and both international and domestic disaster response, administered by Wider Church 
Ministries, Global Sharing of Resources. 
 
Strengthen the Church:  May 
Supports church growth, pastoral and lay leadership development, youth and young adult 
ministries within conferences and administered by Local Church Ministries.  


