
The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

“He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
and what does the Lord require of you  
but to do justice, and to love kindness,  
and to walk humbly with your God?” 

 
—Micah 6:8 



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
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Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
October 20, 2019 Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 a.m. 
 Mission Sunday 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE Jacob’s Ladder arr. Kevin McChesney 
 Bell Choir 
 
INTROIT  Chancel Choir 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
One:    We dare to dream of a world 
                 in which hunger is unknown, 
                 where everyone has a home, 
                 and everyone has a place at the table. 
Many:     We dare to dream of a world 
                 in which greed is unknown, 
                 where generosity is the norm, 
                 and there is more than enough for all. 
One:     We dare to dream of a world 
                 in which bigotry is unknown, 
                 where compassion is the  irst response, 
                 and where love rules all hearts. 
All:           We dare to dream. 
                 We dare to pray. 
                 We dare to believe. 
                 We dare to let God lead the way!  
 
*HYMN We Gather Together insert 
 



UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
God of love and grace, 
we gather together to worship you: 
to offer our thanks and praise 
and to proclaim your goodness and mercy. 
Meet us here. 
Breathe your Word into our souls; 
engrave your covenant of justice upon our hearts. 
Teach us faithfulness and compassion 
so that our lives may re lect 
your love and mercy to the world.  
We come to you in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray to you using these words:  Our Father, 
who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI (Tune #579) 

Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and Holy Spirit, One; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end.  Amen, Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME   Coat Collection Emma Pyles 
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
ANTHEM Let Me Ride in That Morning Mary McDonald 
 Chancel Choir 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Luke 18:1-8 
 
Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. He said, “In a 
certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. In that city there 
was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’ For a 
while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for 
anyone, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not 
wear me out by continually coming.’” And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And 
will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in 
helping them? I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, 
will he  ind faith on earth?” 
 
 
SERMON “Do Justice” 
 



*HYMN Lord, You Give the Great Commission No. 429 
 verses 1, 2 & 4 only 
 
You are invited to write your joys and concerns on the prayer cards in the pews, and pass to the 
minister to be lifted in prayer at this time. 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE    Chancel Choir 
 
OFFERING INVITATION Habitat for Humanity David Phelps 
 
Along with our offering collected this morning, we dedicate the generous contributions of those who 
give monthly or electronically.  All of our offerings support the work and witness of Jesus Christ here in 
this place and in the wider world.  Each is given to the glory of God in faithful appreciation for many 
received blessings.  Thanks be to God! 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC For the Beauty of the Earth Don Freundenberg 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Tune: From All That Dwell Below the Skies) 

Praise God from whom all blessings  low; 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 
God, receive these gifts – and give us open hands.   
Remind us of our many blessings – and give us open minds.   
Send us to serve and welcome all people – and give us open doors.   
Fill our lives – and give us open hearts.   
Amen.  
 
*HYMN O for a World No. 386 
 
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 
*CHORAL RESPONSE  Chancel Choir 
 
*POSTLUDE Minuet from Sonatina for Worship No. 9 Robert W. Jones 
 
 
(*Indicates that those who are able may stand.) 
 
 



THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST 
A Welcoming, Open and Af irming Congregation  

of the United Church of Christ 
 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of the Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. We 
are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all of 
the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship and 
sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 
We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.  Our membership is open to all 
those who choose to walk with us in our witness.  The next new member orientation will be held on 
November 13.  New members will be formally received on Sunday, November 17. Please speak 
with any of our deacons or pastors should you have any questions regarding our church or our 
membership. 
 
Worship Notes: 

• Nursery Care is provided for children ages two and under at the beginning of worship.   
• Church School is available for children in Pre-K through grade 7 immediately following 

Children’s Time. 
• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pew racks.  Cards will be 

collected by one of the pastors during the middle hymn and shared during the Prayers of the 
People. 

• Nametags – Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our 
neighbors.  If you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside 
the friendship registers.  If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the 
deacons. 

• Fellowship – Please join us in the community room following worship to welcome visitors and 
friends. 

• Emergencies – In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been 
given.  An emergency plan is in place for the children in the nursery and in the church school. 

 
The church of ice is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.  Here’s how to reach us: 
by telephone 673-3231, or by email andrea@ccamherst.org.  If we are unavailable by phone, please feel 
free to leave a message using the personal directory, and we will get back to you as soon as we can.  
Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook at Facebook.com/
ccamherst. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 
Michael Havay  Organist/Accompanist 
Wendy Valeri Bell Choir Director 
John Swanson Deacon In Charge 
Anita Swanson Greeter 
Bruce and Sue Manchester Ushers 
Skip Skoglund Liturgist 
Marilyn Gibson Church School Coordinator 
Heather Stone Nursery Coordinator 
Leona Hendrickson Pre-K/K Church School Teacher 
Sue Werst Grades 1-2 Church School Teacher 
Gretchen Davis Grades 3-4 Church School Teacher 
Dave Hagerstrom Grades 5-7 Church School Teacher 
World Service Team Fellowship Hosts 

******************************************** 
Katherine R. Kennedy Associate Pastor 

TODAY IS MISSION SUNDAY!  Our annual 
Mission Sunday highlights our outreach 
throughout the year to various organizations. 
During worship, we will collect coats for the 
International Institute of New England (they 
assist with refugee resettlements and immigrant  
integration in NH), we will hear from Dave 
Phelps on our recent Habitat for Humanity 
projects, and we will learn about the Church 
School’s October mission project, Heifer 
International.  During fellowship time, please 
join us in the Community Room where you will 
have the opportunity to learn about many of our 
other outreach projects, and how you can get 
involved!  
 
PHOTOSHOP SKILLS NEEDED:  If you possess 
Photoshop (or similar software) skills and 
would be willing to help with a very short term 
project for the new website, please contact 
Nancy Protzmann (uvmcats84@gmail.com or 
321-7099). Your help would be much 
appreciated! 

LEVI SUNDAY is November 3.  Join us after 
worship our annual fall clean up.  Many hands 
make light work! 
  

Financial Summary 
(as of September 30, 2019) 

 
 YTD YTD 
 Budget Actual Difference 
Income $142,799 $154,227 $11,428 
Expenses $136,741 $125,920 $10,821 
Net Income $    6,058 $  28,307 $22,249 
 

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest whole 
dollar; as such, some columns may not appear to total 
correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information helpful.  If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to anyone on the Finance Team: Gail Agans (chair), 
Paul Spiess, Doug Topliffe, Todd Whitney and Tim 
Wiegand (Treasurer). 

mailto:(uvmcats84@gmail.com


SUCCESS TODAY:  Do you often shop at 
Lowe's, Shaw's, Home Depot, Starbuck's, Dunkin 
Donuts, or Michael's? Why not use a gift card for 
your shopping? Using gift cards purchased from 
the SUCCESS program bene its our church, costs 
you nothing extra, and they are available TODAY 
after church in the Community Room. Those 
aren't your stores? You can also order cards 
today for a wide variety of other stores and 
restaurants. Stop by and see how you can 
participate in our SUCCESS program and help the 
church while you shop. (And don't forget, the 
holidays are coming and these also make great 
gifts!) 
 
HALLOWEEN CANDY NEEDED:  We will again 
be handing out candy to trick-or-treaters on 
Halloween.  Donation boxes are located in the 
narthex and the of ice. Volunteers are also 
needed to hand out candy that night.  Please 
contact Bruce Manchester if you can help at 
Bruceman23@comcast.net.  
 
HOLIDAY FAIR RAFFLE BASKET ITEMS are 
needed for Wine, Chocolate Lovers, and Made in 
NH baskets. Anyone who would like to help out 
by donating a 750ml bottle of special occasion 
wine, quality chocolate, or a made in NH item, 
can leave their donation in either the church 
of ice or at the Monday Morning Workshop by 
October 28.  The baskets will be assembled on 
Tuesday, October 29 at 7:00 p.m. in the vestry.  
All are welcome to attend and help out. Contact 
Alicia Wight at awight.a.wight@gmail.com or 
Adrienne Topliffe at abtopliffe@comcast.net with 
any questions about raf le basket donations.  
 
SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for October 
include canned fruit, flour, sugar, boxed cake 
mixes and baking supplies, coffee, tea, juice, and 
granola.  Donations can be left in the SHARE 
cupboard in the narthex or in the container by 
the community room entrance. Many thanks for 
your continuing support! 
  
 

CHURCH SCHOOL:  Today’s lesson is 
Daniel and the Lions. Daniel is imprisoned for 
praying, which has been outlawed. Daniel 
displays his courage when he defies the law 
against his religious beliefs. He is 
strengthened when praying to God for help. 

Heifer International: The mission 
project for October is Heifer International. 
Children’s time offerings will be donated for 
the purchase of a heifer, one that keeps on 
giving. A family will have the heifer that 
provides milk for the family, and surplus milk 
can be sold to buy what the family needs to 
survive. It also can allow a young child to go 
to school, and so much more. Donation boxes 
are in the narthex and church office. (Checks 
can be made out to Heifer International.) 

CROP Walk to End Hunger: Church 
school children will be walking on the village 
green on October 27 to end world hunger. 
Donations by check should be made out to 
CWS/CROP and placed in the envelope 
provided in each pew through October. 
Baskets labeled CROP Walk can be found in 
the narthex and in the church office for your 
donation. Information can be found at 
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/
nashuanh. If you would like to walk, please 
contact Marilyn Gibson, our Church School 
Coordinator, at mgibson@ccamherst.org or 
673-3231, ext. 20.  
  
NEIGHBORS IN NEED is a special mission 
offering of the UCC that supports ministries 
of justice. Grants are awarded to UCC 
churches and organizations doing justice 
work in their communities. This year, special 
consideration will be given to projects 
focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors 
and communities. Donation envelopes can be 
found in the pews or you can donate online 
through our website and include Neighbors in 
Need on the special offering memo line.  
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Grounded in God’s Love 
Serving Neighbors Near and Far 

Welcoming to All 
 

We serve our neighbors near and far all year long, but do you know how? And who?  Serving 
our neighbors is done in many ways - it may be by giving our time, or our talent, or our treasure - or 
any combination of these.  We support organizations with  inancial donations.  We volunteer our 
time to help others.  We provide services or goods to those in need.  Serving our neighbors, both 
near and far, is a core belief of our church.  In the past year, through various groups in our church, 
we have supported the organizations listed below with our time, talent, and/or treasure.  Please 
join us in the Community Room today after worship to learn more about how you can get involved 
in our church’s mission and outreach! 

Sunday, October 20, 2019 

AA meetings meeting place 
Amherst Lions Club 
Bedford Animal Rescue League 
Bethany Christian Services 
Breakfast With Santa 
Bridges, NH 
Camp Allen 
Camp Hope New Orleans 
Campus Ministries Durham NH 

Waysmeet Center 
Christmas Caroling to Shut Ins 
Christmas Fund (UCC “5-5” 

Appeal) 
Church World Service 
Coalition to Restore Costal 

Louisiana 
Community Suppers at SHARE 

& CCA 
Congregational Care 
Crestwood Nursing Home 
Crop Walk for Hunger by 

Church School 
David’s House 
Elms Nursing Home 
Families in Transition 

(previously New Horizons) 
 

Family Promise of Greater 
Nashua (Anne-Marie 
House) 

FISH 
“Good Stuff” Rummage Sale 
Goodwill Industries 
Habitat for Humanity 
Harbor Homes 
Heifer International 
H.O.M.E. Maine 
Holiday Toy Store 
Holy Joe's Café 
Liberty House 
Local area Girl Scout & Boy 

Scout troops 
Manchester Community Health 

Center 
Men’s Group 
Milford Lions Club 
Milford Rotary Club 
Mills Apartments in Milford 
Music Healing Ministry 
Nashua Soup Kitchen 
Neighbors In Need (UCC “5-5” 

Appeal) 
New Hampshire Correctional 

Facility for Women 

Nursing Home Socials 
ONA Coalition 
Octogenarian Group 
One Great Hour of Sharing (UCC 

“5-5” Appeal) 
Our Church's Wider Mission 

(OCWM UCC “5-5 Appeal) 
Pass Along Project 
Pastoral Discretionary Fund 
Senior High Youth Group 

Mission Trip 
SHARE 
Shriners Hospital - Stuffed 

Animal Collection  
Souhegan Valley Boys & Girls 

Club 
Souhegan Valley Rides “Blue 

Bus” 
Strengthen the Church (UCC “5-

5” Appeal) 
Town of Amherst (community 

events) 
UCC Disaster Relief 
Wreaths Across America 


