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October is Mission Month! Well, actually every month is mission month. Every 
month our congregation participates in some form of giving back to God and 
others. The monthly Community Suppers, the Church School monthly mission 
projects, the WA’s ongoing collecting, sorting and selling of goods to benefit both 
their many mission efforts and those in need in the community. Then we have our 
Senior High Youth’s local mission projects and yearly trip, the Habitat for Humanity 
build days, the ongoing collections we do for SHARE, and the Christmas gift 
collections we do for local families, children and seniors in need. Less visible but 
just as important are all the organizations that our church supports financially 
through our World Service Team year-round – as they meet to decide which 
charitable organizations connect with our mission and which we want to support 
as a congregation. 

Continued on page 3 

 
w w w . c c a m h e r s t . o r g  h a s 

u n d e r g o n e  a  r a d i c a l 
transformation. Check out the new 
design and visit often to obtain the 
latest  informat ion, schedules, 
sermons, plus a lot more! 

We encourage feedback, but ask 
for your patience while we complete 
work to the site, including finalizing the 
private member login section coming 
soon!  

Sunday, October 27 
10:00 a.m. 

“Wandering” 

Mark your calendars! On the last 
Sunday of every month, our 10:00 a.m. 
service is now called “Creative 
Worship” - We’ll come together as the 
community of Christ to worship God 
with meaningful music, communal 
prayers, and an engaging message.  
While all of our worship services are 
creative, these special services are 
more interactive, informal, and shorter 
than our traditional service and each 
has a theme to frame our worship. This 
year, our worship themes will match 
our Church School theme for that 
Sunday, and after a special Children’s 
Time, children will go off to their Church 
School classes.  

  
Who is God for Christians? For Muslims? For Jews? Do Hindus and Buddhists 

have a conception of God? What do our many world religions have to say about 
heaven and hell, sin, and the existence of evil? How do we explain miracles, 
visions, and other divine encounters? Where is God found in our world’s most 
sacred places and texts?  We’ll explore these and other questions in Season Two 
and Three of THE STORY OF GOD - the popular series produced by the National 
Geographic Channel (we watched Season One a few years ago and it inspired 
many wonderful and thoughtful conversations!) Hosted by the actor Morgan 
Freeman, we’ll travel around the world and learn about the differences and 
similarities in our world’s religions and how they each tell the story of God for their 
believers.  

The format for each 90-minute session includes a 45-minute video 
presentation and a discussion facilitated by Pastor Maureen.  This series has 9 
episodes, which we’ll watch from September to February, meeting every first and 
third Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. All are welcome!  

 
The Story of God - Upcoming Schedule 

 
October 2 – “Heaven and Hell” 

October 16 – “Proof of God” 
November 6 – “Search for The Devil” 

November 20 – “Gods Among Us” 
December 4 – “Visions of God” 
December 18 –  “Deadly Sins” 
January 15 – “Divine Secrets” 

February 5 -  “Holy Laws” 
 

http://www.ccamherst.org
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The Congregational Church 

United Church of Christ 
11 Church Street 

Amherst, NH  03031 
 

Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 
July & August Worship 9:00 a.m. 

 
Church school and nursery care available. 

 
How to reach us: 

Office Phone  (603) 673-3231 
www.ccamherst.org 

Facebook.com/ccamherst 
 

The church office  
is open Monday—Friday,  

from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
 

Send in all news by the  
15th of the month. 

 
Announcements  

for the Sunday bulletins  
are due Thursday morning. 

 
 

*********************** 
 
 

OUR CHURCH STAFF: 
 

Maureen R. Frescott 
Senior Pastor 

pastormaureen@ccamherst.org 
 

Katherine R. Kennedy 
Associate Pastor 

pastorkate@ccamherst.org 
 

Andrea Cyr 
Church Office Administrator 

andrea@ccamherst.org 
 

Sara L. Phelps 
Director of Music 

kalben1@comcast.net 
 

Michael Havay 
Organist 

michaelh117@gmail.com 
 

Wendy Valeri 
Bell Choir Director 

wendylazott@tds.net 
 

Marilyn Gibson 
Church School Coordinator 
mgibson@ccamherst.org 

What is Small Group 
Ministry? 

 
Small Group Ministry is where 8-

10 people meet in a committed group 
with the intention of establishing 
deeper connections with each other 
and with God.  

The groups meet once a month 
from October to June, and are led by 
trained lay members of the 
congregation.   

The group meetings run 1.5 
hours and include a check-in, a short 
topic reading, discussion of the topic, 
and closing prayer.   

We have two groups that meet at 
a variety of times/days to allow 
members to pick a group that best 
 ts their schedule. 

 
 

Benefits of Small Groups 
 

Allows for deeper conversations 
that we can’t always have in 
committee meetings or during coffee 
hour. 

Provides a relaxing and safe 
place to explore and ask questions 
about issues of faith and life. 

Facilitates the building of 
friendships and creates an 
atmosphere of mutual 
encouragement, support, and prayer. 

Participants feel a greater 
connection to one another and to 
God, and are FIVE TIMES less likely 
to drift away from church. 

 
 
 

Topics for 2019-2020 
 

October: Protect the 
Environment 

November:  Care for the Poor 
December: Embrace Diversity 
January:  Reject Racism 
February: Forgive Often 
March: Love God 
April: Fight for the Powerless 
May: Share Earthly and 

Spiritual Resources 
June: Enjoy This Life 
 
 

Choose a Group!  
 

First Tuesday 1:30–3:00 p.m.                
Sunday  11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.                   

 
All groups meet in the church 

parlor or in the third floor youth 
room. 

 
 
How To Get Involved 

 
You may join a group at any time of 
the year as long as your choice is 
still open.   Each group is limited to 
10 members. 
 
Sign up online at ccamherst.org or 
 ll out a registration form in the 
church of ce. You may also sign up 
by contacting Pastor Maureen at  
603-673-3231 x11 or  
pastormaureen@ccamherst.org 

All of our groups follow a common curriculum  
provided by Pastor Maureen. 

 
Our theme this year is  

Be The Church 
—using the bold statements issued by the United Church of Christ  

to inspire us to live our faith in the world. 

http://www.ccamherst.org
mailto:pastormaureen@ccamherst.org
mailto:pastorkate@ccamherst.org
mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
mailto:kalben1@comcast.net
mailto:michaelh117@gmail.com
mailto:wendylazott@tds.net
mailto:mgibson@ccamherst.org
mailto:pastormaureen@ccamherst.org
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Every year we designate a Sunday in October as Mission Sunday to celebrate 
the mission work that our congregation does all year long. This year that Sunday is 
October 20th.  In the past we’ve brought in speakers from local non-profits, 
collected socks and personal care products for local shelters, and put together 
emergency hurricane relief buckets for Church World Service. As I write this in late 
September, our World Service team is still hard at work finalizing the details for 
this year’s Mission Sunday and which local organizations we’ll be highlighting, but 
what I can tell you is that this year we will be lifting up other ways to serve as well. 

Did you know that our Deacons take up collections twice a year, at 
Thanksgiving and Easter, to help local families in need? They gather names, shop 
for food, buy gift cards, deliver plants, homemade cookies and care packages, 
and visit with those they serve. This is in addition to all that they do to enrich our 
worship services by serving communion, serving as ushers, finding greeters and 
liturgists, assisting with funerals and memorial services, and making our Maundy 
Thursday Tenebrae service so meaningful. 

Did you know that our Congregational Care Team meets every month to go 
over the pastoral care needs and prayer list with the pastors? They then disperse 
to do home visits, make phone calls, send cards, arrange for and deliver meals, 
and organize rides to doctor’s appointments and senior gatherings. For our 
homebound folks and those who are no longer physically able to make it to 
worship and church events, our Congregational Care Team brings the loving 
presence of our church community to them.  

Did you know that our Trustees of the Facilities don’t just mow the lawn and 
negotiate heating contracts? They ensure that we have a safe and welcoming 
space to host our Community Suppers, our local Scout troops, the WA sales, the 
weekly AA meetings, the Preschool in the Village, the Lion’s Club spaghetti supper 
and children’s hearing assessments, and all of the other organizations that use 
our building to fulfill their missions.  

Did you know that our Fellowship Team doesn’t just make coffee? They 
organize events like summer BBQ’s, church picnics, game nights, progressive 
dinners and baseball and ski outings. They create a welcoming atmosphere and 
space for visitors and for regular attendees to make connections, build 
relationships, and find community. 

Did you know our Prayer Shawl Ministry isn’t just a group of women sitting 
around knitting and chatting? They makes prayer shawls and blankets that find 
their ways onto the shoulders of the sick and injured, onto the beds of the dying, 
and into the hands of so many who are in need of comfort and healing, in our 
congregation, in local hospitals, and in our community. 

If you can knit, make a phone call, bake a casserole, offer a ride, deliver a 
plant, wash communion cups, hand out bulletins, fix a broken lock, install an air 
conditioner, paint a fence, make coffee, lay out some store-bought cookies, or any 
of the many other things that the members of our ministry teams do as an act of 
service – big and small, then you are invited to join us on Mission Sunday to find 
out how you can help serve others. Many of our teams will have tables set up after 
worship with information on how you can help – as a team member or as an 
occasional or one-time helper.  

Whether we’re serving our neighbors in need through external charitable 
organizations or through our own internal ministry teams, our mission remains the 
same: to give of ourselves so that others may feel embraced by the love of God.  
Our mission is to serve, and as CHURCH we do that all year long in a multitude of 
ways.  

 
 Peace and blessings, 

Maureen 

Thank You For Your Service, continued from page 1 Save the Date! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many hands make light work! 

 
Anyone interested in becoming, or 

just thinking about becoming a 
member of the Congregational Church 
of Amherst, UCC, is cordially invited to 
attend one of two orientation sessions 
scheduled for Thursday, October 17 
and Wednesday, November 13, at 7:00 
p.m. in the parlor. New members will 
be formally received on Sunday, 
November 17.  For more information or 
to sign up for one of the orientation 
sessions, please contact Andrea in the 
church office at andrea@ccamherst.org 
or 673-3231.  Also, feel free to talk 
with either pastor or any deacon (green 
name tag folks).  We look forward to 
hearing from you. 

 
The SHARE Food Pantry continues 

to be busy. Please know your donations 
are needed and truly appreciated.  

 
October 

Pantry Requests: 
canned fruit, flour, 
sugar, boxed cake 

mixes, baking 
supplies, coffee, tea, 

juice, granola 
 
Donations may be left in the 

cupboard in the narthex, or in the 
marked containers near the community 
room.  Thank you for your continuous 
support! 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
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Thank you to parents, children, 
teachers, nursery, and fellowship for 
creating a marvelous welcome back 
celebration. 

There were twenty-three children 
in attendance, with three little ones in 
the nursery. We began in our 
classrooms with a review of The 
Fruits of the Spirit.  Paul spoke to the 
Galatians, who were arguing, with 
words of hope to create mutual 
understanding among them, using 
the Fruits of the Spirit—Love, Joy, 
P ea ce ,  Pa t i enc e ,  K i nd nes s , 
Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, 
and Self-control. In the Bean Room 
we gathered for song and games, of 
course, related to the fruits of the 
spirit.  

 
October’s mission is that of a 

heifer. Our goal is to raise $500 
through our children’s time offerings. 
Please give generously. Parents of 
church school children who would like 
to receive a box for donations should 
request one from the child’s teacher. 
Boxes will be placed in the narthex and 
in the church office to receive 
donations from others. If you would like 
to contribute with a check, please 
make it payable to Heifer International. 
For questions, please contact Marilyn 
Gibson, our Church School Coordinator, 
at mgibson@ccamherst.org. 

 
October 27 is CROP Walk Sunday 

for church school. Children are to walk 
the green, stopping at several points 
where they will read a poster, revealing 
factors contributing to world hunger. 
Look for donation envelopes in the 
Sunday bulletins leading up to and 
including October 27. Checks are 
acceptable, and should be made out to 
CWS/CROP Walk. 

 

 

To offer communion to all, the 
sacrament is to be celebrated earlier 
in the service, offering the 
opportunity to share it with children 
and teachers. After communion the 
children are to be dismissed to their 
classrooms.  

 

 
Church School children in third 

grade are to receive their Spark Bible 
during children’s time. Each child is 
to bring their Bible to church school, 
providing time to become familiar 
with the source of their lessons.  

 
Our Safe Church Policy requires all 

children to be registered.  Having your 
child’s information on-hand helps us 
better serve you and our teachers. The 
registration form is available at our 
church’s website h p://
www.ccamherst.org/chris an-
educa on/church-school/. Paper 
registration forms are available with 
your child’s teacher. 

 
Church school would like to invite 

you to contribute some time to be an 
assistant in your child’s class. 
Unfortunately, if an emergency arises, 
such as sickness, another adult in the 
room insures prompt action. Consider a 
day a term (every 3 months) to assist.  
If interested, please contact Marilyn at 
673-3231 x 20. We appreciate your 
help. 

 

 
Prayerful Playgroup is 

a group for young parents 
that meets every first and 
third Friday of the month 
for fellowship and faith formation. Your 
child can play in the nursery while we 
explore questions of life and belief 
together through study, discussion, 
and shared experiences.  

All are welcome to join this group 
t ha t  s e ek s  t o  f o rm  de e p er 
relationships in faith—whether you go 
to this church, or any church, or not at 
all! In the UCC we say, “No matter who 
you are or where you are on life’s 
journey, you are welcome here.”  

Reach out to Rev. Kate at 
pastorkate@ccamherst.org for more 
information or to get on our mailing 
list.  

mailto:mgibson@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org/chris
mailto:pastorkate@ccamherst.org
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(Grades 9—12) 
 
October is full of fall traditions for 

SHYG!  
Join us October 6 for College Care 

Package Night! Every year we send 
care packages to our SHYG friends 
away at college or boarding school. 
Bring some snacks in bulk to add to 
our boxes!  

On October 27, we are getting in 
the Halloween mood! Bring a pumpkin 
and some apples, because we are 
carving jack-o-lanterns for the church 
steps and making apple cider.   

Get in touch with Pastor Kate at 
pastorkate@ccamherst.org with any 
questions or ideas, and we’ll see you 
Sunday nights! 

(Grades 6—8) 
 
Do you have a 6th, 7th, or 8th 

grader? Would you love to see them 
have fun at church, get to know other 
church kids their age, and be more 
connected to their community?  

Vicky Leknes and Pastor Kate are 
putting their heads together to revive 
the Middle High Youth Group program 
at CCA. If you would like to get more 
information about this process, or help 
us conceptualize this revitalized 
p r o g r a m ,  p l e a s e  e m a i l 
pastorkate@ccamherst.org.   

Woman’s Association’s  
Good Stuff Sale 

(formerly Rummage Sale) 
 

Friday, October 4, 4:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
Saturday, October 5, 9:00 a.m. – noon 

Saturday $5.00 a bag!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A FANTASTIC amount of clothing, including donations  
from a local clothing consignment shop: women’s clothing,  

shoes and accessories, men’s clothing and children’s clothing.  
 

Also jewelry, housewares, kitchen utensils, dishware, glassware,  
home décor, toys and games, and SO MUCH MORE!! 

 

**************************************** 
 

Help Wanted/SOS: 
 

October 2, Wednesday, 1:00—3:00 p.m.  Set-up: hauling bags and sorting  
  

October 3, Thursday, 9:30—4:00 p.m.  Sorting clothes and rummage 
 

October 4, Friday, 10:00—12:00 p.m.  Sorting clothes and rummage 
 

October 4, Friday, 4:00—7:00 p.m.  Checkers and assistant checkers needed 
 

October 5, Saturday 12:00—1:30 p.m.  Please HELP clean-up!!!   
Pack left over clothes and household stuff and load in trucks,  

clean-up and table take down, sweep/vacuum floors. 
 

Contact Sally Bowkett at 673-7409 to sign up. 

(as of August 31, 2019) 
 

 YTD YTD 
 Budget Actual Difference 

Income $115,000 $120,429 $  5,429 
Expenses $101,622 $  94,014 $  7,608 
Net Income $  13,378 $  26,415 $13,036 

 
Numbers have been rounded to the nearest whole dollar; as such, some columns 
may not appear to total correctly. 

 We hope you are finding this information helpful. If you have any questions 
please do not hesitate to reach out to anyone on the Finance Committee: Gail 
Agans (Chair), Paul Spiess, Doug Topliffe, Todd Whitney and Tim Wiegand 
(Treasurer). 

mailto:pastorkate@ccamherst.org
mailto:pastorkate@ccamherst.org
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Anne Krantz, Historian 
 
A careful look at the photo in the poster of the interior of the church 1874-1902, 

shows the old pews made with an opening at the ends below the arms. This is an 
intricate design that you can see on the three remaining pews from this period that are 
along the outside walls at the back of the church.  You can see the lovely detailing of the 
curved wooden arm and the tricky wood molding outlining the space. In contrast, the 
pine board seat is very plain and hard looking.  It is also narrow!    The airlines did not 
invent seat shrinking; these seats are just 13 ½” wide. Ours today under our thick 
cushions are 15 ½” wide.  

We have no information about the pews installed in the newly located 1836 
meetinghouse, except that they were in rows, or assembly halls style.  Our three old 
ones may date back to 1836.  Take a look at their simple antique beauty, and then try 
sitting on them some Sunday. 

 
Donated arrangements are always 

welcome.  Flowers can be given to 
remember a loved one or to celebrate a 
special occasion.  The donor arranges 
with a local florist to have their chosen 
flowers delivered.  After the service 
they may take the flowers home or 
donate them to a shut-in.  There are 
many openings in the coming months.  
Please call Anne Krantz (673-9684) to 
schedule a Sunday. 

  
The Diaconate will soon be 

replacing the current pew Bibles with 
ones that are the New Revised 
Standard Edition (the version we read 
from on Sunday mornings.)  

It’s not too late to donate a Bible in 
memory of a loved one or in celebration 
of a blessed event. Contact Andrea in 
the church office. 

Thank you and blessings from the 
Diaconate. 
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Your Campaign Dollars are Making a Difference 
 
What a difference a coat (or two) of paint makes! The parsonage is sporting a 

new look. Although it may appear that it is just paint that makes such a difference, 
much work went into its “facelift.” The exterior clapboards and trim have been 
repaired, the porch on the west side removed, and the building has been painted 
a soft, historically accurate off white. The original c. 1846 windows are in the 
process of being restored, with the approval of the Amherst Historic District 
Commission.  

Church electrical repairs continue to be addressed this month. Window 
restoration in the sanctuary, narthex, and vestry; exterior repair and paint for the 
meetinghouse and the connector; and the church kitchen remodeling are in the 
planning and cost estimation stages, with project execution planned in 2020 or 
2021.  

All these projects have been overseen by project managers, who have kept a 
careful eye on the quality of work and the budget. As a result of better definitions 
of each project, careful contractor selection, multiple quotes, and no major 
negative surprises, there have been reductions in our costs. The building team of 
Doug Topliffe (lead), Charlie Vars, Alicia Wight, Jack Buben, John Swanson, Anne 
Krantz, Dick and Sue Stout, and Todd Whitney deserve heartfelt kudos for their 
time, effort, and diligence in the success of all the work.  

The Capital Campaign is going well. So far, $656,600 has been raised by the 
congregation, the community, grants, and the town of Amherst. Efforts to pursue 
grants continue by Barbara Williams and Pat Buben.  New pledges will be gladly 
accepted; fundraising co-chairs Kathy Skoglund (kskoglund@seresc.net) and Will 
Redway (Will.Redway@blackbaud.com) will be happy to share information.  

As always, thanks to all of you who have supported this effort to ensure that 
our historic meetinghouse and parsonage will continue to serve the town. None of 
the work accomplished to date could have been possible without your support.   

 

Chancel Choir  
and Bell Choir  

Rehearsals Thursdays 
 

Are you interested in singing or 
ringing?   New members are welcome 
at any time throughout the year! 

Haven’t been in a choir since “way 
back when?” That’s okay! We are 
teachers and conductors with lots of 
experience AND current members love 
to help new folks! 

Does the Bell Choir ring every 
week?   No, once a month. 

What if I need to miss a rehearsal 
or a Sunday service? Absolutely no 
problem, that happens during the year 
for many of us. Travel, work conflicts, 
illness, etc. 

Do I need to purchase my music?   
No, we buy music through the music 
budget and we have an extensive 
music library. 

How often do the choirs rehearse?   
Rehearsals are Thursday evenings, Bell 
Choir at 6:00 p.m. and Chancel Choir 
at 7:30 p.m. 

I want to join a choir! Who do I 
c o n t a c t ?  S a r a  P h e l p s  a t 
kalben1@comcast.net; Wendy Valeri at 
Wendy.Valeri@fmr.com 

My kids like to sing! What about a 
children’s choir?   Stay “tuned” – it is in 
the works! 

Our wonderful music ministry is a 
strong, vibrant program made possible 
by people like YOU who want the 
opportunity to participate. 

 
Blessing and peace  

from your music staff! 
Sara Phelps ~ Director of Music 

Michael Havay ~ Organist/Accompanist 
Wendy Valeri ~ Bell Choir Director 

 

 
Congratulations to Paul Kanter, winner of the 50/50 raffle drawn on August 6. 

Sally Hooper and Paul Kanter, pictured. 

mailto:kskoglund@seresc.net
mailto:Will.Redway@blackbaud.com
mailto:kalben1@comcast.net
mailto:Wendy.Valeri@fmr.com
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