
The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

“Our best chance of  inding God is to look in the place where we left him.” 
 

—Meister Eckhart 



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
September 1, 2019 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 a.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE But Now I See Richard Williamson 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  inspired by Psalm 81 
One:  Sing aloud to God our strength, and shout with joy: 
Many:  God, our Host, welcomes us.                                                            
One:  God reminds us, “I brought you out of the land of Egypt and fed you along the way:” 
Many:  God  ills us with good things, and we drink from the spring of life.  
One:  God calls us to walk the path of faithfulness, trusting the promise: 
Many:  God will be with us in famine and drought, in feast and  lood.  
All:  Let us worship our God!  
 
*HYMN Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken No. 446 
 
UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
O God, we gather in your presence to praise your holy name, with songs on our lips and love in our 
heart. We gather here, because we  ind joy and love, peace and understanding, among your people. 
God, we expect to  ind you here, among the pews and in the scripture. Remind us as we pray and 
sing that you are with us every moment of every day. Remind us that you are the one that calls us 
from the wilderness and quenches our thirst with your Living Spring. You are our source and our 
redemption. May your Spirit move among us, as we pray the words that Jesus taught us:  Our Father, 
who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI (Tune #579) 

Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and Holy Spirit, One; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end.  Amen, Amen. 

 



CHILDREN’S TIME   
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC Down to the River to Pray Traditional 
 Herb and Emily Archer 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Jeremiah 2:4-13 Common English Bible 
 
Listen to the Lord’s word, 
    people of Judah, 
    all you families of the Israelite household. 
This is what the Lord says: 
What wrong did your ancestors  ind in me 
    that made them wander so far? 
They pursued what was worthless 
    and became worthless. 
They didn’t ask, 
    “Where’s the Lord who brought us up from the land of Egypt, 
        who led us through the wilderness, 
        in a land of deserts and ravines, 
        in a land of drought and darkness, 
        in a land of no return, 
            where no one survives?” 
I brought you into a land of plenty, 
    to enjoy its gifts and goodness, 
        but you ruined my land; 
        you disgraced my heritage. 
The priests didn’t ask, 
    “Where’s the Lord?” 
Those responsible for the Instruction didn’t know me; 
    the leaders rebelled against me; 
    the prophets spoke in the name of Baal, 
        going after what has no value. 
That is why I will take you to court 
    and charge even your descendants, 
        declares the Lord. 
Look to the west as far as the shores of Cyprus 
    and to the east as far as the land of Kedar. 
Ask anyone there: 
    Has anything this odd ever taken place? 
    Has a nation switched gods, 
        though they aren’t really gods at all? 
Yet my people have exchanged their glory 
    for what has no value. 



Be stunned at such a thing, you heavens; 
    shudder and quake, 
        declares the Lord. 
My people have committed two crimes: 
    They have forsaken me, the spring of living water. 
    And they have dug wells, broken wells that can’t hold water. 
 
 
SERMON “God Moments” 
 
*HYMN As Pants the Hart for Cooling Streams inside back pages 
 
You are invited to write your joys and concerns on the prayer cards in the pews, and pass to the 
minister to be lifted in prayer at this time. 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
ORGAN RESPONSE 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Along with our offering collected this morning, we dedicate the generous contributions of those who 
give monthly or electronically.  All of our offerings support the work and witness of Jesus Christ here in 
this place and in the wider world.  Each is given to the glory of God in faithful appreciation for many 
received blessings.  Thanks be to God! 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC Come Unto Me, All Ye That Labor Healey Willan 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Tune: From All That Dwell Below the Skies) 

Praise God from whom all blessings  low; 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 
Loving God, you provide for our every need. You are the source of our being and our life and breath 
come from you. Teach us to give to you all that we have and all that we are, that we may praise you 
not only with our words, but with our whole lives. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
 



THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 
 
ORGAN MEDITATION According to Thy Gracious Word Thomas Tallis/ 
  Dennis Eliot 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
We welcome all people to join in receiving this sacrament.  Children may participate at the discretion 
of their parents.  The cup contains grape juice.  For those who wish to receive gluten, wheat and dairy-
free communion bread, it can be found in the bowl on the communion plate. 
 
CALL TO COMMUNION 
Leader: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to God. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to God Most High. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION and CONSECRATING PRAYER 
 
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP 
Beginning with those seated at the front of the church, communicants will go down the center aisle, 
receive communion by intinction, and return to their seats via the outer aisles. 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (in unison) 
We give thanks, O God, because in your own free gift of love you have reached out to us. You have 
refreshed us at your table, touched our deepest needs, and called us to a shared memory and hope. 
Send us forth with courage and joy in the name of Jesus Christ, that we, too, might become bread 
and life for one another and the world. Amen.  
 
*HYMN Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer inside back pages 
 
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 
*ORGAN RESPONSE 
 
*POSTLUDE Jesus Shall Reign John Hatton/ 
  Raymond Haan 
 
 
(*Indicates that those who are able may stand.) 
 



THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST 
A Welcoming, Open and Af irming Congregation  

of the United Church of Christ 
 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of the Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. We 
are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all of 
the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship and 
sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 
We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.  Our membership is open to all 
those who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors 
should you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 
 
Worship Notes: 

• Nursery – The nursery is not staffed for the summer months, however parents with very young 
children are welcome to use it during worship. 

• “A Child in Church” Activity Basket – While church school is on break for the summer, young 
children may choose an activity to bring to the pew with their families.  Please return reusable 
items to the basket as you leave. 

• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pew racks.  Cards will be 
collected by one of the pastors during the middle hymn and shared during the Prayers of the 
People. 

• Nametags – Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our 
neighbors.  If you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside 
the friendship registers.  If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the 
deacons. 

• Fellowship – Please join us in the memorial garden, weather permitting, following worship to 
welcome visitors and friends. 

• Emergencies – In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been 
given.  An emergency plan is in place for the children in the nursery and in the church school. 

 
The church of ice is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.  Here’s how to reach us: 
by telephone 673-3231, or by email andrea@ccamherst.org.  If we are unavailable by phone, please feel 
free to leave a message using the personal directory, and we will get back to you as soon as we can.  
Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook at Facebook.com/
ccamherst. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Katherine Rogers Associate Pastor 
Michael Havay  Organist/Accompanist 
Judi Simpson Deacon In Charge 
Roy Simpson Greeter 
Sally Bowkett, Russ Demarest Ushers 

******************************************* 
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 
Wendy Valeri Bell Choir Director 
Marilyn Gibson Church School Coordinator 

WELCOME TO CHURCH SCHOOL:  Registration for 
grades Pre-K through 7 is ongoing.  Parents of church 
school children must complete a registration form, 
either online through our website http://
www.ccamherst.org/christian-education/church-
school/, or in paper form on Rally Sunday at our 
church school registration table. Our Safe Church 
Policy requires all children to be registered. Having 
your child’s information on-hand helps us better 
serve you and our teachers. 
 
PRAYERFUL PLAYGROUP IS BACK: Our  irst 
meeting back from summer hiatus is Friday, 
September 6, 9:00—10:30 a.m. in the nursery.  All 
are welcome to join this bi-weekly group of young 
parents seeking to form deeper relationships in 
faith—whether you go to this church, or any church, 
or not at all! In the UCC we say, “No matter who you 
are or where you are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome here.”  
 
COMMUNITY SUPPER Volunteers Needed: The 
next FREE community supper at our church will be on 
Thursday, September 5 from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. We 
are planning a delicious ham and bean supper, and 
your help is needed with food prep, set up and clean 
up, serving and dessert making. This is a great 
opportunity to serve your community.  If you can 
help, please contact John Swanson or Nancy 
Protzmann. 

THANK YOU to everyone who has helped 
make these suppers at our church and at SHARE 
successful! 
 

RALLY DAY PICNIC: Rally Day is Sunday, 
September 8, and we hope you will join us as we 
kick off the new church and Sunday school year with 
our annual Rally Day Picnic.  Immediately following 
the worship service, head downstairs to the 
community room to enjoy good food and games, 
while renewing friendships and making new ones. 
The Fellowship Team will provide hamburgers, hot 
dogs and drinks, and welcomes food contributions: 
if your last name begins A-N, please bring a side or 
salad; O-Z a dessert.  All ages are invited and 
donations are appreciated.  Contact Roger Hooper 
(rhooper673@aol.com) if you can help set up or 
clean up.  RSVPs are helpful.  Questions? Please talk 
with a member of the Fellowship Team. 
 
WA WORSHOPS RESUME: The weekly Monday 
Morning Workshops of the Woman’s Association 
will resume on September 9, beginning at 10:00 a.m. 
in the church vestry. The workshops are informal 
meetings at which members and friends of the WA 
gather to prepare for the upcoming Fall Rummage 
Sale and Holiday Fair, or to just enjoy the fellowship 
of the group. Those who can stay past noon should 
bring their own lunch. Coffee, tea and dessert are 
always provided.  At this  irst meeting on the 9th we 
will hold a Fair Planning meeting, beginning around 
11:00. 

All church and community women are welcome 
to attend on any Monday.  Anyone with questions 
about the Woman’s Association or the Workshop 
can contact Adrienne Topliffe at 673-7436 or 
abtopliffe@comcast.net. 

http://www.ccamherst.org/christian
mailto:(rhooper673@aol.com)
mailto:abtopliffe@comcast.net


Our Church Calendar 
September 1—7, 2019 

 
Today 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:10 a.m. Fellowship—Memorial Garden 
 
Tuesday   8:30 a.m. Men’s Fellowship—Youth Room 
   7:00 p.m. Church Council—Parlor 
 
Thursday   9:00 a.m. Congregational Care—Parlor 
   5:30 p.m. Community Supper—Community Room 
   6:00 p.m. Bell Choir—Sanctuary 
   7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir—Vestry 

 
Chancel Choir and Bell Choir  

Rehearsals resume Thursday, September 5 
 

Are you interested in singing or ringing?  New members are welcome at any time throughout the year! 
Haven’t been in a choir since “way back when?”   That’s okay! We are teachers and conductors with 

lots of experience AND current members love to help new folks! 
Does the Bell Choir ring every week?  No, once a month. 
What if I need to miss a rehearsal or a Sunday service?   Absolutely no problem, that happens during 

the year for many of us. Travel, work conflicts, illness, etc. 
Do I need to purchase my music?   No, we buy music through the music budget and we have an 

extensive music library. 
How often do the choirs rehearse?   Rehearsals are Thursday evenings. Bell Choir at 6:00 p.m. and 

Chancel Choir at 7:30 p.m. 
I want to join a choir! Who do I contact?   Sara Phelps: kalben1@comcast.net , 
 Wendy Valeri: Wendy.Valeri@fmr.com 
My kids like to sing! What about a children’s choir?   Stay “tuned” – it is in the works! 

 
Our wonderful music ministry is a strong, vibrant program made possible by people like YOU who 

want the opportunity to participate. 
 

Blessing and peace from your music staff! 
Sara Phelps ~ Director of Music 

Michael Havay ~ Organist/Accompanist 
Wendy Valeri ~ Bell Choir Director 

 

mailto:kalben1@comcast.net
mailto:Wendy.Valeri@fmr.com


Woman’s Association’s 
Good Stuff  Fall Rummage Sale 

 
RUMMAGE WANTED NOW!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Friday, October 4, 4:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
and Saturday, October 5, 9:00 a.m. – noon 

 
We are ready for all the great rummage you have collected over the summer. 
 
We need clothing: men’s, women’s, children’s & baby – especially winter clothes, 
Other popular items include jewelry, antiques & vintage items, collectables, 

toys, games and puzzles,  
Also linens, table cloths, mats, towels, clean bedding, curtains, small household 

items, home decorations, dishes, glassware, kitchen utensils, small kitchen 
appliances, small hand tools and holiday decorations. 

 
Please leave clean, sorted and labeled household items in WA workroom in the 
vestry, and clothing, bedding and linens on the stage in the community room.   

 
Tell your friends and neighbors about this wonderful way to recycle unwanted 

GOOD STUFF. 
 
Please NO large sports equipment, electronics, computers, TVs, car seats, large furniture or appliances. 
 







Sunday, September 1, 2019 

Mano en Mano | Hand in Hand 
 

Dollars channeled from our Neighbors in Need gifts  low in many, many directions.  
Some are put to work as grants to other organizations in support of that group’s programs. 
We sometimes think of mission programs as something others are doing across the ocean 
or continent. Some of the grants do fund missions in New England.  Here is an account of 
how a NIN grant is being put to use across the border in Maine: 

Formally incorporated in 2005, Mano en Mano | Hand in Hand is the “go-to” agency in 
Downeast Maine for Latino/Latina, immigrant, and farmworker issues.  As a 2010 
Neighbors in Need grant recipient, Mano en Mano provides a wide variety of direct 
services in English and Spanish. The three general programmatic areas are: 
• Educational Services & Scholarships comprise the bulk of our programming and the 

heart of our mission.  From free English classes, to college scholarships, to one-on-one 
tutoring and after school support, Mano en Mano believes that education is a tool that 
can make dreams possible and realize social justice. 

• Outreach & Community Events ensure that Mano en Mano can effectively reach and 
serve their constituency while building bridges between various and diverse 
communities. 

• Affordable Housing provides farmworkers who want to settle in Milbridge, ME with an 
opportunity to live somewhere that is safe, decent, and designed with their needs in 
mind. 
Program Director, Bethany Woods shares, “When we  irst started adult English classes 

several years ago, the goals were based on language acquisition. But the project has 
evolved into much more, providing social resources that are not often readily available to 
new immigrants.” Ms. Woods further states, “Our adult students attend every week after 
long days working, exhibiting a high level of dedication to their own progress. The social 
activity and community development that has grown from these English classes is just as 
signi icant. Even more importantly, our students have become resources for one other, 
offering a supportive environment to encourage each other's learning and look out for 
their fellow peers.” 

In service to their clientele, Mano en Mano | Hand in Hand believes in removing 
barriers within their community. This philosophy is similar to the core values of United 
Church of Christ: changing lives, continuing testament and extravagant welcomes. To learn 
more about Mano en Mano visit http://www.manomaine.org/. 

http://www.manomaine.org/

